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We are proud
wonderful community
to be a part of this

Over 30 years ago Intermountain Construction began as a small general
contractor. Since then, the company has grown in scope and expertise
to include the managing and construction of multi-faceted and innovative
private residences and high-end commercial projects.
Intermountain Construction has completed many projects for the
world renowned Sun Valley Resort. They have constructed the
River Run Lodge, Dollar Lodge and the most recent addition, the Sun
Valley Nordic/Golf Clubhouse. Intermountain Construction is in the
process of erecting the first gondola on Bald Mountain.
From architect to farmer, the valley has so many wonderful and talented
people. In these troubled economic times, we honor all those individuals
who make the Wood River Valley the home we love.

Craftsmanship,

Quality & Integrity

www.intermountainconstructioninc.com
Winners of 14 individual design & construction awards
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Van Gordon Sauter

was the least successful anchorman in the history of commercial broadcasting. His ratings for the early
news in Chicago were so
abysmal, the company
sent him to France to
run the CBS News Paris
Bureau, a decidedly
off-air position. He later
became executive vice
president of the CBS
Broadcast Group. He
lives in Gimlet.

Della Sentilles grew up in Texas and studied English at Yale University. After graduation,
she spent six months traveling through Asia.
She rode camels, slept
in monasteries and hiked
a few too many treks. In
2007, she came to Sun
Valley for a respite with
her family and never left.
When not writing, Sentilles
can be found running, hiking, cooking or watching
the latest reality show.
Born and raised in Texas (she is heading back
for law school this fall) she will always think of
Idaho as her home.

Find
all your

culinary

needs

Giacobbi Square, Ketchum

208.726.1989
Open 7 Days a Week

Kirsten Shultz is an international awardwinning editorial and wedding photographer. She has spent the past 15 years in
the valley, professionally photographing what
she considers the best
assignment of all—life!
She has worked on five
cookbooks and her
images have appeared
in American Theater,
Food & Wine, Entertainment Weekly, People
and The New York Times. She lives in Bellevue with her husband, daughter and dog
and feels lucky to live in a valley where great
food, arts and culture are as accessible as
the great outdoors.
Jon Duval worked his way around the
world while making the glorious ascent from
investment banker to bike messenger. He
finally arrived in Ketchum
two years ago and now
writes full time for the
Idaho Mountain Express.
When not feeding his
addiction to planning and
zoning meetings, Duval
finds himself frequently
humiliated on Wood River
roads and trails, whether
on his bike or skis.
www.sunvalleyguide.com

Art Quest West
360 East Avenue (in the Courtyard) Ketchum
208-727-9700

New to the Valley...
Home Accessories & Furniture
with a Touch of Whimsy
Visit our sister store in Hinsdale, Illinois
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editor
FROM THE

art classes all year
summer art camps for kids; plein air
watercolor and oil painting, encaustic to
woodblock printmaking for adults
The Sun Valley Guide editorial team: Art Production Manager
Tony Barriatua, left, Editor-in-Chief Jennifer Tuohy and Senior
Editor Michael Ames. Photo by David N. Seelig

I

Mishka, photo Doug Seymour

summer 2009 exhibitions
The Rural Vernacular • Jun 5-Aug 8
Modern Parallels • Aug 14-Oct 2

2009 summer concerts
Alex Cuba • June 19
Salsa Celtica • July 18
Donavon Frankenreiter & Mishka
• August 15

was 7 years old in 1984, the year the Sun Valley Escort debuted.
Twenty-ﬁve years on, the masthead from that ﬁ rst issue contains
three names still intimately involved in today’s Sun Valley Guide:
Publisher Pam Morris, Business Manager Connie Johnson, and former
Art Director Evelyn Phillips.
This example of continuity illustrates one of the best things about
life in the Wood River Valley. No matter how much the outside world
changes, our little Idaho oasis remains constant. Sure, businesses and
banks come and go, and people ebb and ﬂow, but the core reasons for
being here stay the same: sun, snow, serenity and community.
We love living here. To celebrate the Sun Valley Guide’s 25th anniversary, we reveal 25 reasons why that is true—why we love to live in
Sun Valley.
As varied as our valley, these reasons span every facet of life here.
From people-watching to moose-spotting, from politics to celebrities,
from mayors to monkeys, our story captures the essence of life here.
Let this homage to our home bring a smile to your face as you
reﬂect on your ﬁ rst Pioneer Cabin hike, salivate for a pile of Moose
Chips and begrudgingly put on your brakes for that ﬂock of sheep. Let
it serve as a reminder of why we do whatever we can to live here, even
now, when that goal can seem harder than ever to maintain. This reverent roll call of life in the Wood River Valley is a reafﬁ rmation of why
we should strive to keep this place as pristine and unique as it always
has been and, we hope, will be happily ever after.

Jennifer Tuohy,
Editor-in-Chief
editor@sunvalleyguide.com
6
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SUMMER
S TA N D A R D S

Plan the classic Sun Valley stay with the
Sun Valley Guide’s “summer standards”.

9
1

Ride with a view: Take River Run chairlift to the
top of Baldy for a spectacular view of the Wood River
Valley. For the more adventurous, bring the bike along
and careen down on two wheels.

2

Cruise the Big Wood: Soak up the sounds of the

11

river as you cycle along the Wood River Trail bike
path. Keep an eye out for the local bears and moose.

7
3

Savor sandwiches and symphony: Picnic in style
at the Sun Valley Summer Symphony while being
serenaded by world-class musicians.

4

Forage from field to fork: Pick through produce

5

Walk the galleries: Stroll down First Avenue and

6

Hit the “mall”: Following a leisurely lunch in one
of Ketchum’s gourmet eateries, take a stroll along Sun
Valley Road and veer onto Walnut Avenue for four
blocks of fabulous shopping.

7

Hang with Hemingway: Trace Ernest’s history.
Visit his memorial at Trail Creek, pay your respects
at his grave in the Ketchum Cemetery and stop in at
the Community Library on Spruce Street to immerse
yourself in his words.

8

See stars on ice: Wonder at the skills of international ice-skating stars spinning on the ice at the Sun
Valley Resort’s Saturday night Ice Shows.

9

Find treasures at the festivals: Browse beautiful
arts and crafts in July at the Ketchum Arts Festival
(Sun Valley Meadow) and in August at the Sun Valley
Arts & Crafts Festival (Atkinson Park).

10

Lose yourself in the music: Tear up a Tuesday
evening with a free Ketch’em Alive outdoor concert in
the historic Forest Service Park.

11

Wow your water babies: in Ketchum’s state-of-

fresh from the farm at Tuesday’s Farmers’ Market.
gawk at great art and fabulous people during
Ketchum’s monthly Gallery Walk.

the-art YMCA swimming pool. A fun-ﬁ lled afternoon
for children of all ages.
9

Sexy
Summer

Sandals

numbers [then & now]
Compiled by Pat Murphy
Number of issues of the Sun Valley Guide published since its debut in 1984:

55

11,991
Blaine County’s year-round population today (estimated): 21,731
Projected permanent resident population in 2030: 30,890
Blaine County’s year-round population in 1984:

1984 year-round population of Bellevue, Hailey, Ketchum and Sun Valley, respectively:

1,363, 2,856, 3,041 & 838

FRANCO
SARTO

2007 year-round population of Bellevue, Hailey, Ketchum and Sun Valley, respectively:

2,000, 8,300, 3,003 & 1,654
3,460

Number of post office boxes in Ketchum in 1984:
Number of boxes today:

5,371
2,000

Number of post office boxes in Hailey in 1984:
Number of boxes today:

3,900
3

Number of traffic lights in the Wood River Valley in 1984:
Number of traffic lights today:

14

1
2
Number of passengers inbound and outbound in 1984: 11,685
Number of passengers passing through the airport annually today: 66,000
Number of airlines that served Friedman Memorial Airport in 1984:
Number of airlines serving the airport today:

236

Number of babies born in Blaine County in 1984:
Number of babies born in 2007:

284
143

Inches of snowfall in Ketchum during the 1983-84 winter:

106.7
105.4

Inches of snowfall for the 2008-09 winter:
25-year average since 1984:

Number of public schools in Blaine County in 1984:
Number of public schools in Blaine County today:
Number of ski lifts in Sun Valley in 1984:
Number of ski lifts today:

6
8

16

18

Percentage of the Blaine County population under 19 years of age in 1984:
We also have
Men’s and
Children’s
shoes!

O
zzies
Shoes

Across from Atkinsons’
4th & Leadville • 726-3604
www.ozziesshoes.com
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Percentage of the population under 19 in 2006:

22.8

Percentage of the Blaine County population over 65 years of age in 1984:
Percentage of the population over 65 in 2006:

28.2
6.2

10.2

$14,472
Per capita income in 2007: $64,207
Per capita income in Idaho in 1984: $11,074
Per capita income in 2007: $31,804

Per capita income in Blaine County in 1984:

505
435

Incidents of serious crimes (felonies) in Blaine County in 1984:
Incidents of serious crimes in Blaine County in 2007:

summer 2009 • sun valley guide

Our hills are alive with you-know-what
Announcing the Sun Valley Pavilion’s ﬁrst full summer concert series

Now Sun Valley Resort sounds as beautiful as it looks. This summer
the new outdoor pavilion hosts its first full concert season, and will
prove to be a highlight of your resort experience. Not only will the
Sun Valley Summer Symphony deliver classical, pops and solo performances,
but the pavilion will also feature various other concerts by jazz,
opera, country and pop artists. Come enjoy the sounds this summer,
and see why the Sun Valley Pavilion is the perfect concert venue.

2009 SUN VALLEY PAVILION EVENTS
Toni Childs
Sun Valley Wellness Festival
Sunday, May 24

Maureen McGovern
American Festival Chorus &
Orchestra
Friday, July 3

Tickets: www.svwc.com

August 21 - 24

Barrage
High-energy
fusion ﬁddle fest
Friday, July 17

Sara Evans
Friday, June 19
Kenny Loggins
Saturday, May 30
Acoustic Weekend
Friday, June 5
Emiko, Colors, The Duhks
Saturday, June 6
Rebecca Scott,
Marcus Eaton Trio, Keb’ Mo

Sun Valley Writers’
Conference

Sun Valley Summer Symphony
25th annual free concert series
www.svsummersymphony.org
July 27 - August 18
Tenors and Strings
Extravaganza
Sun Valley Opera
Sunday, June 28

Don Felder, an evening
at the Hotel California
A concert to beneﬁt the Danny
Thompson Memorial Leukemia Fund
Wednesday, August 19

Trey McIntyre Project
August 27 - 28
Sun Valley Music Festival
September 25 & 26

Purchase tickets online at www.sunvalleypavilion.com or call 888.622.2108 or 208.622.2135
Evening childcare available. Call 208.622.2288. Sun Valley Ice Show every Saturday night June 27 - September 5.
For resort information and hotel reservations call 800.786.8259 or www.sunvalley.com
Concerts and dates subject to change.
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ONE
BE C AU S E

I T ’S T H E R E

When Austria’s Count Felix Schaffgotsch scouted the Wood
River Valley as a potential site for a winter resort, he barely
noticed Bald Mountain. In 1936, he figured the 9,150-foot
summit was beyond the capabilities of American skiers, and
the resort’s initial chairlifts were strung up on the modest
Proctor, Ruud and Dollar mountains.
But if it weren’t for Baldy, few of us would be here today.
To the outside world, Bald Mountain is Sun Valley. And for
those who live here, it’s far more than just a ski hill. Baldy is
the source of our livelihoods, our recreation epicenter and a
fixture both imposing and comforting.
In summer, the mountain bustles with hikers and mountain bikers. Year-round, it is a scenic launching pad for soaring paragliders and an impromptu social scene for playful
grownups.
Baldy also hosts plenty of local lunacies. Among the
more painful, autumn’s Hill Climb turns the hill upside-down
as the fit and determined scramble to the top. Near the end
of each ski season, the Sun Valley Suns hockey team holds
an annual party, complete with a tray race down Roundhouse
slope. Two years ago, Paul Cox, a rare Sun who didn’t know
how to ski, rode his lunch tray down Exhibition and straight
to the bottom.
This past winter, on the season’s last day, spectators gathered at the Warm Springs base and watched an
adrenaline-filled ritual—a harrowing race down Scorpion, an
out-of-bounds slope. On customized skis cut off just behind
the bindings, a dozen intrepid skiers charged daredevilstyle over a narrow strip of snow punctuated with clumps of
sagebrush and rock.
The Count would have been pleased.
—Greg Moore, 1976*
*Date arrived in the valley
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TWO

THREE

BE C AU S E

C OW BOYS A N D
C O C K TA I L S L I V E I N
(R E L AT I V E) H A R M O N Y

ILLUSTRATION BY
COLY MCCAULEY

BE C AU S E

A
R I V E R RU N S
T H ROUGH US

While you won’t find many actual cowboys in the
valley’s swankier cocktail bars (they’re too busy
working), the area is still home to a handful of working ranches, and at various community mixers, the
cultures of the New and Old West collide.
During the Fourth of July holiday, cashmereclad tourists mingle with buckle-and-boots types
during the Hailey Days of the Old West Rodeo.
But the more adventurous visitor might take a
pack team (or the family station wagon) over
Trail Creek Pass for the Mackay Rodeo, billed
as Idaho’s wildest.
Some events bring Western
culture, or at least some dramatic recreation thereof, to the
north valley. The pinnacle is
Labor Day weekend’s Wagon
Days Parade. The West’s
largest non-motorized parade
features more than a hundred
museum-quality wagons displacing the
usual Porsches and Volvos as they pull down
Ketchum’s Main Street.
The more the West changes, the more some
things stubbornly stay the same. Cowboys might
not want to sip fancy cocktails. And tourists may
shy from the grit and sweat of a real ranch. But
Ketchum, where the cultures occasionally overlap, is richer for it.
—Dana DuGan, 1993

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH BELTS KAUFFMAN

Rivers are like stories. They
begin, they end and they
move. The Big Wood River
has a story to tell.
Trickling from a spring in
the Smoky Mountains some
20 miles north of Ketchum,
this story’s headwaters
meander ribbon-like from the
towering crags of Boulder
and Pioneer ranges and are
fed by dozens of tributaries
along the way.
The Big Wood’s waters
are the lifeblood of this valley. They feed lawns, quench
thirst and offer respite from
the hot summer sun. And
for thousands of anglers, the
river is one of the West’s blueribbon trout-fishing streams.
“The Big Wood is the
thread that stitches the fabric
of our community together,”
said Kathryn Goldman, of
the Wood River Land Trust.
“It created the valley, and all
the people, wildlife, plants
and fish are dependent on it
in one way or another.”
Farther north, in the Sawtooth Valley, the opening lines
of another famed story begin.
The Salmon River, dubbed
the River of No Return by
early settlers, descends
from the Sawtooth and White
Cloud mountains and flows
north through fertile valley
fields. Endangered Chinook
and sockeye once returned
here from the Pacific by the
tens of thousands. Today,
whitewater rapids are the
main attraction.
“We are all connected by
the rivers we know,” Goldman
said. And we are all part of
their stories.
As Norman McLean
wrote, “Eventually, all things
merge into one, and a river
runs through it.” The Big
Wood and Salmon rivers run
through the heart of a rugged and inspiring landscape.
They link us to the heritage
of the American West. Their
stories are still being told.
—Greg Stahl, 1998
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FOUR

“BE C AU S E T H E R E A R E FOU R F U L L
(E V E N T H OUG H T H R E E O F T H E M

SEASONS
A R E P R E T T Y S H O R T ) .”
—Colleen Daly, 1978

FIVE
BE C AU S E RU S H - H OU R
T R A FF IC COM ES W I T H
H O OV E S A N D A N T L E R S

It was a ghastly trip.
Bumper-to-bumper traffic. Haggard, dirt-hauling trucks throwing off miasmic
clouds of pollution. Three jovial workers crammed in a miniature pickup truck, surreptitiously sharing a bottle of Corona. A precisely coiffed matron behind the wheel
of a monstrous SUV, phone tucked somewhere between neck and shoulder, steering with one hand and conducting the Brompton Oratory Choir with the other.
In spirit, it was evening rush on the Hollywood Freeway, plunked down in the
4.6 miles of Highway 75 between a late-afternoon pinot gris at Cristina’s and the
Gimlet turnoff.
It is the worst, the absolute nadir, of the Wood River Valley.
Finally, the turn, and down the hill and around the curves to the bridge, and
the sense it is cooler there—certainly not in the hipster sense—but in the way of
stepping down from the friction and relentless purpose of the highway.
And there, emerging from the trees just south of the bridge, they were: a string
of elk, of all sizes and conditions, crossing the river, precise in their single file,
untroubled by the current, moving southwest. You see no houses from that perspective, so the 12 of them looked as if they were in the Copper Basin instead of
a four-minute walk from Highway 75.
They are our link to what used to be. They and the wolves above Sun Valley, the
cinnamon bear that wants to flail about in our hot tub, the astoundingly plump fox
from down the road, the skulky coyotes growing ever more familiar. They are the
valley. And if they can make do with what we’ve done to it, perhaps we can too.
—Van Gordon Sauter, 1989

www.sunvalleyguide.com
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BE C AU S E
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SEVEN
BE C AU S E

WE GO
AG A I NS T
T H E F L OW
Battleground state? Not
likely. As long as the sun
sets in the west, Idaho
will go red. The state is
as reliably Republican as
a Bush progeny.
But, as Blaine County
native Polly Evett sees it,
there’s one county determined to go against the flow.
Evett dreamt up this loud-andproud bumper sticker to give
the blue brigade its own calling
card in a cacophony of Bush/
McCain/Palin propaganda.
A tiny Democratic oasis in a
sea of raging Republicans, Blaine
County is the only county to consistently vote blue in a state that
gave Republicans more than 60
percent in the last three presidential
elections. And while Latah and Teton
joined us to support Barack Obama,
Blaine still boasts the heartiest Democratic chops. In 2008, we once again
gave the donkeys their best showing in
the Gem State.
—Jennifer Tuohy, 2003
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EVEN OUR POLITICS ARE W ILD
Fighting over open spaces comes
with the territory in Sun Valley.
Agreeing how to preserve this richness is another matter.
Take the ongoing battle over
how to protect the half-million-acre
stretch of wildlands covering the
Boulder and White Cloud mountains. One solution is the Central
Idaho Economic Development
and Recreation Act. CIEDRA is
backed by many locals, the Idaho
Conservation League and Idaho’s
two-member U.S. House of Representatives delegation. But this
cobbled coalition is at odds with
competing legislation supported
by Salmon River Valley resident
Carole King, along with other local
wildlands advocates.
The federal wilderness bills presented by the two groups would
preserve some of the largest
expanses of roadless national forest lands in the lower 48. The bills
illustrate that while local wildlands
advocates share a desire to protect
these lands, they don’t agree on
how best to accomplish this task.
The difference between the bills
is nearly 200,000 additional acres
that King’s legislation would establish as wilderness.
So, how much is enough?
That will ultimately be determined
thousands of miles away in Washington, D.C., although vocal Sun
Valley residents will certainly make
their voices heard. For now, Rep.
Mike Simpson’s CIEDRA legislation looks to have the upper hand.
By year’s end, it may have altered
the landscape just beyond Sun
Valley’s backyard. One of the three
wilderness areas proposed—the
110,438-acre Hemingway-Boulders
Wilderness—would preserve much
of the southern Boulder Mountains
high country and be the first wilderness area to cover lands within the
Wood River Valley.
Closer to home, nonprofit organizations battle to preserve the best
remaining undeveloped private
lands. Here, it comes down to a
choice between our wild neighbors—such as elk and moose—or
another subdivision.
Down at city hall, elected
officials, citizens and developers
may skirmish over an undeveloped
canyon in the morning and share a
mountain bike ride in the afternoon.
Our disputes over open spaces
it seems, boil down to this: While
we disagree over how much open
space is enough, some lands will
always be wild.
—Jason D.B. Kauffman, 2005
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EIGHT
BE C AU S E

W H E N T H E A RT COSTS

$30 0,0 0 0,

THE WINE IS FREE

From Edward Curtis and Pablo Picasso to
Andy Warhol and Morris Graves, the art in
our galleries goes way beyond Western. You
can find cutting-edge photography, whimsical sculpture and the occasional sleeper
masterpiece, alongside the works of Italian
glass masters, Asian watercolorists and a
range of expressive modernists.
The best time to gaze and mingle is
during Gallery Walk. Nine times a year, this
Ketchum culture must-do uncorks copious
wine bottles, welcomes dressed-up crowds
and swings open its doors till late. Visiting artists always seem happy to escape
the urban grind, and when you chat them
up, the art talk often meanders to simpler
subjects, like a favorite local hike or picnic
spot.
Valley gallery owners know where they
live and are delightfully low-key. Indeed,
whether you are a serious collector or just in
it for the wine, you can browse with ease and
respect. As they say, art is the other reason
to come to Sun Valley.
—Dana DuGan, 1993

PHOTO BY THIA KONIG

NINE

BE C AU S E C H A R L E Y

CA N K ICK MY BUTT

At age 82, Charley French makes one thing clear: He can kick my
butt in any athletic endeavor. Of course he would never admit that;
Charley’s athletic prowess is rivaled only by his modesty.
But it’s true. All it takes is a long look at his achievements
(far too many for a quick glance). Highlights include five Triathlon World Champion titles, Nordic skiing world titles, setting a
course record for his age at the prestigious Kona Ironman
in 1986, another course record at the U.S. Cycling Time
Trials and a staggering string of victories in the local
Boulder Mountain Tour.
Charley is not only competing at the highest level in multiple disciplines, but he routinely
finishes well ahead of competitors half his
age. And while he travels the world to take
on his next challenge, he is indicative of
the athletes who take to the roads, trails
and rivers of the Wood River Valley
every day.
When I first moved to Ketchum
three years ago, I watched in a
mixture of amazement and frustration as people passed me on my
mountain bike as if I had two flat
tires. At that point, I chalked up my
relatively poor performance to the
thin mountain air. I can’t use that excuse
anymore, and am still frequently left in the dust by
riders twice my age.
My humiliation has a brilliant silver lining:
In this valley, there is no growing old, just another
year to try and catch Charley.
—Jon Duval, 2006

PHOTOS BY DAVID N. SEELIG
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BE C AU S E
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W E A R E O N E B I G H A P P Y F A M I LY , M O S T O F T H E T I M E
From billionaire Buddhists
to NRA members with rifles
mounted in their pickups; from
Tom Hanks to anonymous
Peruvian sheepherders; from
bumper stickers that read,
“Howl if you love wolves!” to
those that proclaim, “Save an
elk, kill a wolf!”—the Wood
River Valley is the living definition of a melting pot. Any day
on Ketchum’s Main Street, the
Carhartts and Cabelas logos
rival the numbers of Porsche
Cayennes toting cases of cool,
crisp California chardonnay.
Few of us are native Idahoan and even fewer are Ketchum-born. With eight people
per square mile, we comprise an exodus of cement
refugees seeking wide-open
spaces without sacrificing
the luxuries of hot-stone massages and the organic menus
we left behind.
The Wood River Valley is a rarefied place of vaulted mansion ceilings below endless blue skies, of deep-powder skiing
on wilderness peaks, of Italian opera sung under a full moon
competing with a wolf pack’s chorus from the ridge top. Surrounded with such treasures, few locals have the right or the
inclination to complain.
But paradise doesn’t come cheap. The average house
value here hovers at $704,802, compared to $178,000 statewide. They say money can’t buy happiness, and there’s a
country-western song called “All the Happiness in the World
Can’t Buy Money.” So what is our secret? Maybe the reason we
live in harmony is that so many of us dare to dream a different
dream than the rest of the madding crowd. And with so much
space to be ourselves, we are hard-pressed to find fault with
each other. Of those to whom much is given, much is expected.
The next time you’re following a bumper sticker that throws
you into a road rage, remember that sharing paradise is what
makes it paradise, and wave.
—Karen Day, 2002

ELEVEN
BE C AU S E

PHOTO BY CHRIS PILARO

OF OUR CHILDREN

“It takes a village to raise a kid, and this village is raising some great
kids,” said Suzanne Buchanan, Hailey resident and mother of three. Her
suspicions that she had found the perfect place to raise her family were
confirmed when one of the first words her children spoke was “hike.”
New mom Sarah Heiden concurs. “The produce guy at Atkinsons’,
the bank teller at D.L. Evans, the mailman and the neighbors all know
my daughter’s name. They will watch out for her over the years. I feel
secure letting her roam throughout our community as she grows, learning to explore with a sense of confidence and wonder.”
An unrivaled outdoor playground that can lure even the most
addicted gamer from the couch, a quality of arts and culture usually
reserved for large, crime-ridden cities, and a community that rallies
around its citizens in times of need, the Wood River Valley offers little
that leaves prospective parents cold.
—Jennifer Tuohy, 2003
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TWELVE
“BE C AU S E I

K NOW
MORE DOGS’
NAMES THAN
P E O P L E ’ S N A M E S .”

PHOTO BY THIA KONIG

—Ron Taylor, 1982

THIRTEEN
BE C AU S E

T H I S G U Y R A N F O R M AYO R

If you’ve ever walked down a Ketchum street, you’ve seen him on his fleet of customized bicycles.
The latest includes six wheels, two saddles, chopper-style handlebars and an electric motor in the
rear to help power the contraption around town.
If you’re a fashion maven, you’ve probably seen him dressed as a Mad Hatter doppelganger,
or in Viking horns, and wondered where he gets his wonderful headwear.
If you’ve run for city council, mayor or County Commission in the past decade, there’s a good
chance you’ve battled his wit and rhetoric. Whereas the typical image of a candidate for public
office includes business attire and an effort to appeal to the broad masses, he eschews such
pretensions, wearing his beliefs on his brightly colored sleeves and, more accurately, letting them
loose in city hall. While he has yet to succeed in about half-a-dozen runs for public office, he
continues to vociferously advocate for affordable housing, less government intervention and
finding ways to make Ketchum thrive once again.
Impossible to miss, the inveterate Mickey Garcia is a Technicolor example of the unique
characters that call the Wood River Valley home. And despite the superficial observation
that the Wood River Valley is diversity-deficient, Mickey is a larger-than-life reminder
that no two individuals here are alike. The next time you catch a glimpse of Ananda
on his short skis dancing gracefully through the bumps, or try to squeeze past Sherry
Daech’s cherry-red Hummer-go-cart, remember that, while these might be some of
the more visible examples, every resident has an interesting story to tell. All you have to do is ask.

PHOTO BY DAVID N. SEELIG

—Jon Duval, 2006
www.sunvalleyguide.com
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FOURTEEN
BE C AU S E

O U R N E I G H B O R S D O N ’ T A L L WA L K O N T W O L E G S
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FIFTEEN

Unlike Dorothy, we don’t have to worry
about tigers in the Wood River Valley, but
(mountain) lions and bears stroll through
regularly.
Daily life is enriched by seeing a
little red fox trotting through downtown
Ketchum. Passing a moose on the bike
path is a memory for life.
In west Ketchum, a man walked out
of his bedroom one night to see a black
bear lumbering into his kitchen. The
bear took a gallon of ice cream from the
freezer and retired to the den to consume it. (I wondered if he could work the
remote.)
And who can forget the famous bear
from the gone-but-not-forgotten Warm
Springs Ranch Restaurant? “He opened
the screen door, opened the freezer,
grabbed a mud pie and walked out,” said
manager Bob Dunn.
Mountain lions are more unsettling.
Last summer an Elkhorn couple saved
their little white dog, Piglet, from the jaws
of a trespassing big cat.
One evening last winter, I heard what
sounded like the howls of wolves echoing
around the Elkhorn hills. That’s impossible, I thought; it must be someone’s
dogs. But no, wolves had followed an elk
herd to its grazing area above Ketchum,
and as the eco-drama played out above
us, parked cars lined the roads as people
set up spotting scopes. It was Yellowstone in our backyard.
For many nights following, I listened
to the wolves’ eerie howls, as well as the
usual yipping of coyotes and the barking
of foxes. In the fall, it’s the elk bugling.
While I normally value a solid night’s
sleep, I don’t mind being awakened by
the wild creatures that share our valley.
—Greg Moore, 1976

BE C AU S E OF MO O S E C H I P S ,
M O N K E Y S A N D A S H T R AY S
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If we are what we eat, this town is doing just fine. Local institutions take pride not
just in quality, but in creative fare—the food that typifies the valley has become as
idiosyncratic as our people.
Lefty’s in Ketchum serves Monkeys, a basket of crunchy, spicy potato discs.
Across Main Street at the Rustic Moose, a pile of potatoes, veggies, eggs and cheese
are Moose Chips. And at some local institutions, the off-menu vernacular can feel
like code, like a speakeasy password. (Apple’s veterans ask for an “Ashtray.”)
In this closed culture, a nativist conceit can warp our perceptions; people start
thinking we invented things that we didn’t. The Mahoney’s Juicy-Lucy is a clever
burger with a molten center, but it was born outside Bellevue. (A small turf war in
the Minneapolis suburbs has yet to put the origination issue to rest).
Or take Dotty Sarchett’s Wrapcity, the former Warm Springs skiers’ hangout that in
2005 moved to splashier uptown digs. Wrapcity’s culinary genius—enclosing lunch
in a handy carbohydrate vessel—may have been anticipated by Greek, Mexican,
Arab, Jewish and Cantonese cultures, among others. But one bite into the colorful
cornucopia of a freshly wrapped Cobb (pictured here) or into the reassuring heft of
a Chinese Chicken Salad, and I’m ready to plant a flag on Main Street, marking the
spot as the cradle of lunchtime civilization—with or without a “hot strip.”
—Michael Ames, 2002
summer 2009 • sun valley guide
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SIXTEEN
OF

S I LV E R C R E E K

Three deer, two moose, one muskrat, a cottontail bunny, countless brown trout
and more than 30 different species of birds and ducks (including cinnamon teal,
a great blue heron, a red-tailed hawk and two northern harriers) greeted me
during a two-hour stroll along the incomparable Silver Creek. It was a wildlife
tally that elsewhere in our valley could take months to complete.
From trophy trout to crying cranes, practically every species of Idaho critter
crawls, hops, strolls or slithers its way in and around the 883 acres surrounding
the pristine water that flows at the base of the Picabo Hills.
A high-desert oasis, Silver Creek is a natural playground for all ages. This
is Idaho’s version of a theme park, minus the crowds and commercialism. Be
it bird watching, hiking, hunting, canoeing or fly-fishing, rarely will a snapshooting visitor leave without a cherished new memory, trapped for posterity in a
digital domain.
When the daily grind starts to wear you down, travel the short distance
south, leave the tarmac behind and take a moment to breathe in the brilliance
and beauty of nature in the raw.
—Jennifer Tuohy, 2003
www.sunvalleyguide.com
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BE C AU S E
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SEVENTEEN
BE C AU S E
CELEBRITIES
LIVE AMONG
US I N PE AC E
For the most part, people leave
them alone. Then again, it might
be nice to think you can chat up
Arnold Schwarzenegger in the lift
line. Good luck.
They are human. They are
about town, but the entourage stays
at home. Celebrities here aren’t a
news story; their presence amounts
to little more than an offhand anecdote. The Sun Valley Suns lineup
might include a famous director
(Bobby Farrelly), or a rock ‘n’ roller
could show up at Grumpy’s to
tend bar (Bruce Springsteen). They
return to Sun Valley because no
paparazzi annoy them—or us.
Celebrities don’t cause a stir
when they watch their kids in a
play (Bruce Willis), shop at Iconoclast Books (Jamie Lee Curtis) or
at vintage clothing store Déjà Vu
(Demi Moore). Their thrill is to be
incognito. Scott Glenn (last seen as
Donald Rumsfeld in Oliver Stone’s
W ) goes about virtually unrecognized, and then there was that day
not long ago when a tall, marvelous-looking man was spied walking
on Leadville Avenue. It was Clint
Eastwood.
—Dana DuGan, 1993
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EIGHTEEN
BE C AU S E

F O O D TA S T E S B E T T E R AT

10 , 0 0 0

FEET

After burning thousands of calories to gain a sawtoothed mountain
peak, a simple homemade sandwich can seem downright decadent.
Avocado, cucumber and sprouts on fresh Bigwood bread and maybe
some suitable fruit. Lingering over lunch with a view is the reward for
your effort. “Slice of orange, anyone?”
Sharing an alpine meal with fellow adventurers is one of mountaineering’s most pleasurable perks. If you prefer the quiet of a solo tour,
you may yet find a wolf track in the spring snow or catch a glimpse of
a mountain goat on a rocky ravine. Munching on some fresh figs as
you trek, you are reminded that you are never truly alone.
Even when wildlife is scarce, a spot of mustard with summer sausage spices up any vista. Whether it’s Baron, Braxton or Williams peaks
in the Sawtooths, Lorenzo in the Boulders, Borah (Idaho’s highest at
12,662 feet) in the Lost River Range, or Old Hyndman in the Pioneer
triumvirate, a peak picnic is a disproportionate pleasure. As you cast
an eye on the craggy horizon, there is no better feeling than knowing
you are treating your mind and body right.
Of course, even the best-laid plans don’t always preclude an epic
misadventure (from broken boot laces to a sudden lightning storm).
But for the active foodie, lunching al fresco is something to write home
about. And what flatlander wouldn’t enjoy an Idaho postcard that says
leftover spätzle was the featured fare atop the Salzburger Spitzl?
—Matt Furber, 2003

22

summer 2009 • sun valley guide

BE C AU S E OF
MILE 3 ON
THE PIONEER
CABIN LOOP

PHOTO BY JASON D. B. KAUFFMAN

TWENTY
BE C AU S E

OF BLOOD,
S W E AT A N D B R A H M S

With plentiful evening light, there is always more to
do in a Sun Valley day. In late summer, no one will
shun you for trying to fit in an extra hike or bike ride
just before a symphony performance begins. The
largest free outdoor symphony in the country, the Sun
Valley Summer Symphony (also celebrating its 25th
anniversary this year) is also the only orchestral affair
at which you can show up in your spandex and tank
top, muddy, sweaty and tired, and still get a seat. You
may even earn some approving nods from your peers.
We all love a devoted athlete.
There is something ultimately relaxing about a
fugue-filled cool-down. As the sun sets behind the
eponymous Sun Peak, the August air cools and you
lose yourself in a cloud of classical masterpieces.
There is also a good chance your better-dressed and
better-prepared neighbor will proffer an extra wine
glass and some cheese and crackers to share—
there’s nothing like free cocktail hour with friends. And
after all that exercise, you know you deserve it.

I was breathless. Perhaps it had
something to do with the 2,500foot climb I’d just completed for
the first time. Or maybe it was
just the magnificent view. I’d like
to think it was the latter.
The last quarter mile before
topping out at the summit of
the eight-mile Pioneer Cabin
loop provides few hints at
what’s over the other side. The
wind-twisted shapes of sturdy
whitebark pine trees and the
deafening silence clued me
in, but these didn’t predict the
panorama that stretches east.
On that perfect autumn day,
I took a final step and crested
out. With a sudden lightness
unexpectedly returning to my
legs, I savored the full sweep
of the Pioneer Mountains. Front
and center were Handwerk
and Duncan peaks, where only
sure-footed mountain goats
and altitude-inclined climbers
dare roam.
The late afternoon sun hid
behind Handwerk’s needle-like
spire and cast a long shadow
across a distant alpine basin.
Clustered groves of stunted
conifers and bright green tundra meadows cooled in the
shade. Above them, a steep
scree slope bathed in the afternoon’s golden light. It looked
like a great spot to linger,
maybe even to go and smell the
wildflowers. But with darkness
marching across that distant
cirque, I held off.
The mountain scene alone
would have made my day. But
what truly topped it off was
the thought that flew unbidden
into my head. Well, that’s a
lie, I actually read it. Scrawled
in gleaming white letters on
the corrugated metal roof of
Pioneer Cabin were the words
“The higher you get, the higher
you get.” That’s the kind of truth
you can’t argue with.
—Jason D. B. Kauffman, 2005

—Della Sentilles, 2007
www.sunvalleyguide.com
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Jamón ibérico de bellota,
$270 per pound at Cristina’s.

2009 Sage ZXL fly-fishing rod,
$700 at Silver Creek Outfitters.

TWENTY-ONE
BE C AU S E

WE’RE

75

M I L E S F ROM T H E N E A R E ST

WA L - M A R T

Mom-and-Pop shops give our town character.
They exhibit their charms and display our way of
life in a way no super-center can.
Take Guffy’s. This gas station-cum-convenience-store-cum-tackle-shop-cum-south-valley-hangout screams rustic Idaho. Stop in to fill
up the tank, buy a soda or some tackle and take
a minute to admire the pictures of local hunters
and anglers flaunting their hard-won bounty.
What really makes these markets worthwhile
is that we know where our money is going. We
support our friends, our families and, in turn,
ourselves. Given our isolation, local family-run
businesses prosper. But this is no backwater. We
still enjoy a major perk of big box stores (minus the
drudgery of 10-acre parking lots and zombie-like
clerks): You can find just about everything you
need here, and some things you probably don’t.
Here are a few gems we unearthed on a quick
stroll through downtown Ketchum:
A Mask for Janus by W.S. Merwin,
First Edition, $650 at Iconoclast Books.

—Della Sentilles, 2007

The Coach Collection by
Assouline Publishers, $1,995
at Iconoclast Books.

Grumpy’s Schooner, $4.
Morel mushrooms, $38.99
per pound at Atkinsons’.

24

summer 2009 • sun valley guide
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Idaho magnets $4.99
and $5.99, everywhere.

TWENTYTWO
BE C AU S E

THE SHEEP
WERE HERE FIRST

mtn

bikes
& accessories

rentals

sales
& service

Full Suspension
Mountain Bikes,
Carbon Road
Bikes

PHOTO BY CHRIS PILARO

Bike Path
Cruisers,
Kids, Buggies
& Tandems

main street ketchum
726-3194

www.formulasports.com • open daily

10th Annual
Ketchum Arts Festival
July 10 - 12

Available year round at
The Sun Valley Lodge
and
The Boise Art Museum

“The
Anthropology
of
Adornment”...

photo by Kevin Syms

During a change of season, it is not unusual
to come across horsemen riding alongside
small, covered wagons, shepherding flocks
of sheep through the valley. You might see
thousands of these woolly creatures passing
down a side street or clopping by the post
office. It is a spectacle that sparks a sentiment
for Western living and creates a connection to
the land and its hardworking people.
The presence of sheep in our valley
stretches back to John Hailey, who brought
the first sheep here in the 1860s. That
small beginning was responsible for a major
Basque immigration to the Intermountain
West. Arriving from north-central Spain and
southwestern France to herd sheep and
work the mines, one of the Basques’ largest
concentrations in the U.S. today is in southern
Idaho. As the mining boom faded, the sheep
industry multiplied. By 1918, 2.6 million sheep
grazed statewide, and the Wood River Valley
was second only to Sydney, Australia, as the
sheep capital of the world.
Celebrating this heritage (while also serving up plenty of leg of lamb) is the raison d’être
for the Trailing of the Sheep Festival. During
three-days in mid-October the tales of thirdgeneration herders from the Americas and the
Old Country are brought to life in storytelling
sessions and performances. Lamb cooking,
wool working and musical events featuring the
best of Basque, Peruvian and Scottish traditions round out the cultural smorgasbord.
The unique festival culminates in the
annual trailing of the flocks down Ketchum’s
Main Street. Lined with spectators young and
old, the road is awash with sheep heading
south from summer’s high-mountain grazing
to a warmer wintertime home.

www.christinahealy.com
Commissions by appointment
208.788.6033

—Sabina Dana Plasse, 2006
www.sunvalleyguide.com
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TWENTY-THREE
BE C AU S E

SOM E LOCA L SECR ETS
W I L L A LWA Y S B E S E C R E T S . . .

'UIDE HER
WITH YOUR
MAGIC WAND 

COVERT CAMPING SPOTS,
A FAVORITE SWIMMING HOLE,
SOME THINGS YOU DON’T SHARE.
—Michael Ames, 2002

PHOTO BY TODD KAPLAN

 AND SHE
MAGICALLY ¾IES
AROUND YOU

TWENTY-FOUR

BE C AU S E

T WO W H E E L S A R E BET T E R T H A N FOU R

I was cheating, but I felt like a million bucks. I cheated on that long-ago summer morning when
I summited Galena on my magic bike—my just uncrated, state-of-the-art English beauty with
gears—one…two…THREE of them! Never again, even after three gears evolved to 10 and then 18,
did summiting Galena seem like such a breeze.
Lots of years later, Pete Patterson—yes, that one, ours—rigged his bike and rode where only
hearty hikers roamed. Soon, bike shops sold such machines and christened them mountain bikes.
I busted my budget and bought one. And lo, it came to pass that on 101 single-track trails I would
take countless hairpin turns in near-full control of my nerves.
Cycling turned into a life path for me, a reprieve from the main road where adult matters are dealt
with. If you live here, I bet you have a path that keeps the “Z” word—the zest—in your life. Sure,
my pedaling has mellowed, but I’m still at it. And it’s a good thing too. When I’m in my ignition-fired
vehicle, I recollect how, at your age, I would close fast on an advanced being’s bumper. I’d mutter,
“Oh, for gosh sakes, lady, p-u-h-l-e-a-s-e step on it!”
I ride a bike-bike now—an old fat-tire friend retrofitted with fenders, kick-stand, no-hunch handlebars, botoxed seat, and, the wheelbarrow of bike-bikes, a requisitioned milk crate strapped in back.
Riding to the market or library, I made a deliciously surprising discovery. At busy intersections, I
never need to lip-read a silently muttered oath. Rather, when I’m on my bike-bike, hectic intersections
are opportunities for civility. Drivers stop well short of the crosswalk, let loose a big smile, wave me
through, and then heartily bob their heads at my mouthed “Thanks!”
On a faraway day, should you discover that, holy cow, there you are at the far edge of advancedmiddle-age, try turning a formerly serious bike into a bike-bike. When you keep on pedaling an old
life path, you keep on lovin’ Sun Valley.
—Betty Bell, 1946
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“ BE C AU S E AT T I R E F O R A N E V E N T I S
E I T H E R K ETC H U M C A SUA L OR
B E L L E V U E F O R M A L , W H I C H S AV E S
A L O T O F M O N E Y O N D RY- C L E A N I N G

“BEC AUSE I

LOV E
PU F F Y JAC K ETS
A N D F L I P F L O P S .”

Maya Lovlein

“BE C AU S E O F BA L D MOU N TA I N,
IDA HO MOU N TA I N E X PR E S S ,
S M O K Y, B O U L D E R , W H I T E C L O U D ,
S AW T O O T H A N D P I O N E E R M O U N TA I N S .
WO O D R I V E R . MY F R I E N D S A N D T H E

B I L L S .”

Sarah Heiden

“BEC AUSE I

C A N WA L K I N T O T H E
POST OFFICE AND SEE 5 PEOPLE
I K N OW, A N D T H E N L E S S T H A N
10 M I N U T E S L AT E R I C A N B E
H I K I N G O U T TR A I L C R E E K A N D
NOT SEE A SI NGLE PERSON. IT’S
AN AMAZING MIX OF COMMUNITY
A N D S E R E N I T Y .”

“BEC AUSE
TI B E TA N

YOU C A N S P I N A
P R AY E R W H E E L W H I L E
C H E W I N G O N A S T R A N D O F H A Y .”

Dick Dorworth

Denise Simone

“BEC AUSE

THERE ARE
MOR E S TA R S I N T H E
S K Y T H A N C I T Y L I G H T S .”

“BEC AUSE

Rebecca Kinman

P E O P L E WA L K A R O U N D
T H E G RO C E RY S TO R E W I T H T H E I R
SKI BOOTS ON.

Thia Konig

Emilie Dupont

“BEC AUSE

THERE IS
A LWAY S A R E A S O N T O
DR I N K I N T H I S TOW N,
W H I C H U S UA L LY
I N V O LV E S S O M E ’ 8 0 S
SKI COSTUME AND
A L O T O F C H E S T H A I R .”

OTHER PEOPLE WHO LIVE HERE FOR
THOSE SAME REASONS. WHERE ELSE
WOU L D YOU G O?”

“BEC AUSE I

WA S B O R N
HERE AND NEVER
HAD ANY REASON
T O L E A V E .”

TWENTY-FIVE
BE C AU S E

W E S AY S O

Sarah Lyle

Mike Hunstman

“BEC AUSE

“BEC AUSE

YOU C A N W E A R C OW BOY BO O T S TO WOR K
T H E N S T R A I G H T O U T T O D I N N E R ( A N D F E E L D R E S S E D U P ) .”

Eliza Buck

“BEC AUSE

T H E T I M E I S P E N D TA L K I NG TO
F R I E N D S I N T H E G R O C E RY S T O R E I S D I R E C T LY
PROPORT IONA L TO T H E A MOU N T OF MON EY
I S P E N D O N G R O C E R I E S .”

IT IS THE SMALL
M O U N T A I N T O W N W E A LWAY S
D R E A M T O F Y E T A N A M A Z I N G LY
S O P H I S T I C AT E D C O M M U N I T Y. ”

Melissa Graves Brown

“BEC AUSE

TOU R I S T S G ET E XC I T E D W H E N
T H E Y F I N D O U T Y O U L I V E H E R E — F U L L T I M E .”

Suzanne Buchanan

“BEC AUSE

DR I N K I NG B E E R S W I T H T H E B OYS AT A PPL E’S
A F T E R A N A L L -T I M E P OW D E R DAY I S A B O U T A S C L O S E
A S I ’ M G O N N A G E T T O H E AV E N . B E C A U S E I N T H A T C R O W D
T H E R E W I L L B E E V E RYO N E F ROM YO U R O L D H I G H S C H O O L
T E AC H E R S , E X- G I R L F R I E N D (S) , WOR L D - C L A S S AT H L E T E S ,
U N DE RG RO U N D L E G E N D S , YO U R B U D DY’S K I D S A N D , ON
A G O O D DAY, YO U R PA R E N T S , A N D E V E RYO N E H A S T H E
S A M E G A P I N G , B L I S S E D - O U T S M I L E T H A T Y O U D O .”

R o n Ta y l o r

“BEC AUSE I

K NOW T H E C E L L PHON E N UM BE R
OF T H E F I R EF IGH T ER W HO’S PROT EC T I NG M Y
HOUSE F ROM A W I L DF I R E I N M Y BAC K YA R D
(A N D H E A N S W E R S W H E N I C A L L AT 2 A . M .)”

Bass Sears

Cody Doucette

Ride on!
road

mountain

cruisers

kids

Photo by Chad Chorney

Guided Fly-Fishing • Complete Fly Shop • Friendly & Free Advice
“Fly Girls” Women’s Fly-Fishing School • Kid’s Program
Weekly Casting Clinics

ASK US ABOUT THE PERFECT FLY!
Main St. Ketchum 726.4501 • Main St. Hailey 788.7847
www.fishsunvalley.com
www.sunvalleyguide.com

H\Y`Uf[YghfYbhU`XYacZ`YYh]bh\YjU``Ym
main st. ketchum 726.4512

main st. hailey 788.7847

w w w. s t u r t o s . c o m
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“Does
anyone
in this
town
have an
unexpressed
opinion?”

GUIDES
PHOTOS BY
K I R S T E N S H U LT Z

Bev Ellis

In the 25 years since the
debut of the Sun Valley
Guide, change has
penetr ated the valley.
as pervasive today as
mining’s effects were a
century ago, change is a
necessary bedfellow. In
this installment of the
Sun Valley Guides series,
three valley residents,
each separ ated by 25
years, share their Sun
Valley stories.

28

Ollie
Cossman
the
bookie
with
class

Ollie Ellis was growing tired of the old refrain in her 1950s
hometown in Maine: “You should do this and you shouldn’t
do that.” When she was 19 years old, the wild mountains
of Idaho were far from her mind. But when the opportunity
arose to work at a resort (with free room and board), she
started thinking. When a free railroad ticket was thrown in,
she started packing.
On December 15, 1954, Ollie and her best friend, Ellie
Etter, arrived in Sun Valley. They worked in the Lodge Dining
Room, earning $2.75 a day plus tips. They made friends
quickly and the two young women burst onto the Sun Valley
social scene.
Their favorite pastime was walking from the Lodge to
the nearby town of Ketchum, then a hamlet of 500 people
living in modest homes on dusty dirt roads. Their objective, Ollie recalls, was checking out the boys in the popular
Alpine Saloon.
Life in the West was a whole new experience. Movie stars
came and went. Excitement and glamour was all around.
Being a waitress in a ski resort was the most fun she had ever
had. People were independent, friendly and outspoken. Ollie’s
sister, Bev, put it best: “Does anyone in this town have an
unexpressed opinion?”
summer 2009 • sun valley guide

Within months of her move, Ollie
began dating Jack Cossman, superintendent of lodge services. “I’d come into
the cafeteria where the employees gathered to eat and see about 20 girls at a
table. Jack would be right in the middle.”
The new couple hit it off right away
and married the next year. A son,
Nicholas, followed and they bought a
home on Sixth and Walnut in Ketchum
for $7,500. Ollie has lived there for 51
years. “You wouldn’t believe how much
I’ve been offered for this place in the
last few years.” But she will never sell.
“I’m comfortable right where I am.”
Her memories of life in the West are
of endless fun. One year, Jack and his
good friend Ned Bell—who addressed
everybody by their initials—decided to
start a football pool to break up the fall
slack doldrums. It endured for 20 years.
Her husband’s bookie activities led Ollie
to a career as another kind of bookie.
In 1962, she became a board member
at the new Community Library. Her
primary responsibility was fundraising.
Going door to door, she’d say, “Come
on! Give me a quarter. We’re going to
build a library!”
While the new library was being
built, Ollie worked tirelessly at the old
one (now home to The Gold Mine thrift
store). “Everyone pitched in. It was a
real community effort. Men would come
after their day shifts were over and work
on the new construction. There was a lot
of beer and a lot of sweat.”
Ollie took over as executive director
when head librarian Dottie Thomas
retired in 1987. Five years later Jack
died, and for the next two decades she
remained wedded to the library. It was
a good decision. “There were between
35 and 45 women at any given time
serving on the library board. I worked
with between 300 and 400 local women
during that period. It always amazed
me how that many women could work
together that well and accomplish all of
their goals with only a few skirmishes;”
often settled by the late Clara Spiegel.
“She could empty a room with just one
raised eyebrow.”
When Ollie arrived in Sun Valley, Ketchum was the bedroom community. She
tells her friends back East that she lives
in a town with one grocery store and 13
banks. “I generally hear a gasp from the
other end of the phone. We all used to
live in small houses on quiet streets, but
that is no longer the case. I feel I have
the only short, brown house left in town.”
This valley owes a great deal of
thanks to Ollie. With her thoughts and
deeds over the years, she has made a
substantial impact on the area. Many
townsfolk are grateful that Ollie didn’t
listen to the “woulda-shoulda” folks back
East and decided instead to leave her
footprints here.

“I’ve been in
heaven for
28 years.”
Scott Watanabe

Scott
Watanabe

—Chris Millspaugh
www.sunvalleyguide.com

Savoring
success

He might not call it fate, but somehow Scott Watanabe
seemed destined to settle in the Wood River Valley.
After living here for 28 years, he is a poster child for
mountain living. At 54, Watanabe is surely the envy of middle-aged men. He has a stable job that he loves, working
out of a Ketchum office in the shadow of Bald Mountain. On
lunch breaks, he goes skiing, trail running or mountain biking. He lives with his family—his wife, Heidi, and two stepchildren—in a house he built mid valley in 1992. His two
children from his first marriage, Shoji, 29, and Graham, 27,
are out and about in the world. And his home is where his
heart is. “I’ve always said, if I could get away with it legally,
I’d just get buried in my backyard in the Heatherlands.”
For Watanabe, that’s saying a lot. Early in his life,
he never thought he’d leave northern Utah, where he
was born and raised. He grew up on a family farm near
Brigham City, north of Salt Lake City. His family—including
his first-generation immigrant Japanese grandmother—
grew sugar beets, tomatoes, beans and other crops on
a 100-acre plot. Family life, which included Japanese
29

traditions and attending Buddhist religious services, involved lots of hard work.
In 1979, he landed a job as human
resources director for Scott USA, the
skiing, cycling and motorsports gear
manufacturer founded by Ketchum
legend Ed Scott. The company was
headquartered at the time in Clearfield,
Utah. In 1981, Scott USA moved back
to Ketchum, and they wanted Watanabe
to move, too. “Honestly, I didn’t want to
come,” he said. “Truth is, I didn’t want to
quit farming.” He came anyway, he said,
because he needed the job. Then, the
love affair began.
“It was awesome the first year after I
came up here,” he said. “The first winter
season I think I got in 75 days of skiing.
It was a fantasy, really.” Watanabe found
that the valley and surrounding mountains were the ultimate playground for an
outdoor enthusiast. He skied on Baldy
and went trail running in Fox Creek and
Adams Gulch. He eventually took up
Nordic skiing, snowboarding, mountain
biking and dirt biking. And he climbed
the ranks at Scott USA, where he is now
vice president of the Motosport Division.
“I’ve been in heaven for 28 years. Being
able to have fun while you work, I didn’t
know that sort of career existed.”
For years, dirt bikes were his passion.
From his first house near Hailey, he rode
mountain trails to work. But in 1987, he
reluctantly gave up the sport following
a severe crash on an unfamiliar desert
course west of Salt Lake City. He spent a
week in intensive care with, among other
injuries, four breaks in his pelvis. “It didn’t
seem worth giving up all of the other great
things there are to do up here.”
Having a career at Scott USA not
only allowed Watanabe to work and
play in the place he loves, but also to
pass his zeal for the outdoors on to his
children. “I told them they had to do
physical fitness, one winter sport and
one summer sport,” he said. “Later, I
told them there’s this new sport called
snowboarding, so we should try it.”
Both Shoji and Graham were naturals at snowboarding, with Shoji holding
a slight early edge. Shoji moved on and
now lives in Eugene, Oregon. Graham
has made a career of it. A resident of
Park City, Utah, he is a nine-year member of the U.S. Snowboarding Team and
an Olympic boardercross racer.
Throughout the years, Watanabe’s
job has sent him around the globe.
Other opportunities have appeared, but
he couldn’t imagine leaving his home.
“I like the attitude, the philosophy of life,
the way people support each other here.
It feels like a community.”
And is he a true local? “To me, a
local is somebody who just loves the
area for what it is,” he said, “somebody
who takes advantage of what there is.”
If that’s the case, Scott Watanabe is as
local as they get.
—Gregory Foley
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“It’s the
one thing
I can
bring to
Ketchum
that
no one
has seen
before.”
Vincent Carpenter

Vincent
Carpenter
baked
into
Sun
Valley

Vincent Carpenter isn’t just another twenty-something killing time
before the snow flies. He is an anomaly: a young man whose
career brought him to ski bum country. Hired away by Sun Valley
Company from the Ritz Carlton in Naples, Florida, Carpenter, 28,
moved to Idaho to work as night supervisor in a resort bakery.
After graduating from the College of Culinary Arts at Johnson & Wales University in Miami, Carpenter saw the Sun Valley
opportunity as a step toward pastry-making independence. The
native Floridian had never lived in the mountains or around snow.
“I thought, ‘Why not? What do I have to lose?’”
In July 2007, Carpenter and his friend Steve Schafer packed
up his Cadillac and drove to Idaho—as if to Mars, for all they
knew. The Caddy had no room for extras, so they sold everything
they owned except clothes and some cookbooks. To their shock,
Mars was verdant. “The approach to Sun Valley was dry,” Carpenter said. “Then it got greener, and then it was so surprising to be in
mountains for the first time.”
Schafer, who had worked in fine furniture and art, was hired
at Tribes Interiors in Ketchum’s 411 Building. He told Carpenter of
the quirky twins running an eclectic basement catering business
and restaurant beneath his feet. Carpenter dropped into Rasberrys and offered to help out, but Callie and Maeme Rasberry
put him on the backburner. “They didn’t know that they wanted
summer 2009 • sun valley guide

me,” he said with a chef’s cocky laugh.
But when a big wedding deadline loomed,
Carpenter tried Rasberrys again. This time
the girls asked a simple question: “Can you
do small pastries?’”
He whipped up an array of desserts
including honey truffles and lemon custard
vol-au-vents. The twins hired him that day.
“It kind of evolved. It grew. It was two or
three days a week, then five days, then work
for the rest of your life,” he joked.
One of the joys of a small town is the inextricable link between work and life. At Rasberrys, the loyal clientele knows him as Vinny. He
shares cooking tips and glows in the praise
that flows from dining room to kitchen.
While he tries to make the most of the
valley’s social and recreational activities,
Carpenter is an unrepentant workaholic. To
prep his baked-goods stand at the Ketchum
Farmers’ Market, his Tuesdays start at 2
a.m. “I’m frickin’ tired, but it’s a labor of
love. The end result is so rewarding, when
someone eats your bread and says, ‘That’s
so great.’” After the market closes, he heads
to Ketchum’s Forest Service Park for the
Ketch‘em Alive outdoor concerts where he
and friends listen to the tunes and eat the
leftover spoils of his trade.
For Carpenter, as for many, life in the
valley means working hard to make sure
he can stay. But it also means opportunity.
Want to start an orchestra? Go for it. Think
the town needs more independent bakers?
Fill the void.
Carpenter is proud of his craft and feels
he has something new to offer. “It’s the one
thing I can bring to Ketchum that no one
has seen before—a new look at pastry,
a fresh new face. I have people—a small
following—who come in just for my pastries.
That’s why I want to stay here. I think I can
develop who I am here.”
And in Ketchum, he feels at home. “I
can be relaxed and unstressed here,” he
said. “Ketchum is like a diamond in the
rough. You think gravel roads. You don’t
think sophisticated.”
Carpenter has discovered that this small
Idaho town presents limitless opportunities. Since leaving Florida, his world has
expanded rather than shrunk. He is more
in tune with his surroundings. “I never had
this sense of nature before. It’s so beautiful.
There are more trees than buildings. There’s
fresh air, blue skies and access to lakes and
rivers. The next thing I want to get into is
rafting higher-class rapids.”
As for town, Carpenter has pastry
visions. He sees a store where the valley’s
groggy, early-morning risers find fresh
bagels, doughnuts and croissants, “an
actual pastry shop.” As the afternoon light
pours in, his store will turn to sandwiches
and some bread. Also the sweeter things:
cakes, cookies and truffles. Like any savvy
self-starter, Carpenter identifies a market
and makes plans to capitalize. The young
entrepreneur’s dream shop will fill a quirky
town’s whimsical desires. “You want a dozen
petit fours? They will be there.”
—Dana DuGan
www.sunvalleyguide.com

Supporting Champions at all levels!
Summer Events
National Day of the
American Cowboy
Celebration
July 25, 2009

2nd Annual Great
Cowboy Race Series
August 16

710 N. Main St. Bellevue, ID 83313
208.788.8225 866.322.8225

FRIEDMAN MEMORIAL AIRPORT
Good Neighbor Flying Program
...Is in effect.
Preferred hours of operation

7:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.
Arrival and departure paths, aircraft warm-up locations and
time frames are all addressed in the voluntary noise abatement
procedures. Please make certain that your pilot has a
copy of this brochure on board.
Thank you!
24-hour Airport Noise Abatement Center
(208) 788-4956 • Airport Manager's Office
www.flysunairport.com
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ROAD
Dedicated yet largely unheralded, the
Wood River Valley’s intrepid wheelmen
are a breed apart. Discover their secrets
and you might join them.
By Jon Duval. Photos by Karl Weatherly.

F

loating through powder on Baldy’s bowls. Sailing over roots on the Fox Creek Trail. Hooking
a trout on the Big Wood River. These are just a

few of the outdoor pursuits that draw tens of thousands
of people to the Wood River Valley every year and why
many of those decide to make it their home.
While snow and mountain sports receive most visitors’ attention, a quick drive up state Highway 75 on a
warm spring day reveals a dedicated corps of an often
overlooked group of athletes: cyclists.
Before the snow has melted off the peaks of the
Pioneers, Lycra-clad wheelmen roll through the valley,
chains freshly oiled in the hope of whipping their bodies and bikes into shape after a winter’s inactivity.
In a community where sports are considered more
a religion than a pastime, an attraction to road biking
is not surprising. “The Ketchum cycling community
is kind of funny,” said Nappy Neaman, manager of
the Elephant’s Perch sports store on Sun Valley Road.
“There are no armchair riders.”
While beautiful scenery on a ride is a given, cycling
is less about communing with nature and more about
a near-masochistic desire to strip away all external
stimuli, reducing the endeavor to one simple equation:
How hard can you push yourself?
Sure, there may be a peloton—a group of riders
working together against the wind—but in the end,
only one person can push the pedals.
That doesn’t keep riders from seeking all possible
advantage. Toting bicycles that cost more than a new
car, a cyclist’s gear is extreme. From aerodynamic helmets and cycle-speciﬁc shoes to those skin-tight shorts,
wheelmen are nothing if not dedicated.
32
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The Sun Valley Village 622-3522
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In Europe, a person in full cycling
gear sipping an Orangina at an outdoor
café barely merits a second glance.
But for America’s ﬂedgling cyclists, the
attire is a formidable hurdle, especially
in Idaho, where Carhartts are the garment of choice. One 40-mile ride into
the wind, however, and the modesty
of baggy shorts and a cotton T-shirt
quickly loses its appeal.
While the idea of shaving their legs
might still prove off-putting to novice
riders (at least the male ones), the transition into the sport for valley residents
is made easier thanks to the Wood
River Valley’s world-class trail system.
Approximately 20 miles of asphalt running up the valley, the bike path provides
the perfect location for getting used to
clipless pedals—which greatly increase
efﬁciency—and riding while in the drops
(hands positioned on the lower curved
portion of the handlebars).
Because the geography proffered by
a narrow valley isn’t exactly on par with
the French Alps, most local cycling buzz
is focused on the inﬁ nite miles of offroad single track. However, road bikers
do have plenty of choice of their own.
“You can pop out your door and head
out on one of the three major routes:
the bike path, north on the highway or
out Trail Creek Road,” said Neaman, a
rabid cyclist and climber. “But there are
also a lot of side routes, such as Ohio
Gulch and the hills off Elkhorn.”
With a surprising amount of diversity, those ready to head away from
the bike path for more of a challenge
have a number of options. A popular
group ride departs the Elephant’s Perch
every Wednesday evening throughout
the summer. “This is a great place to
learn how to ride in a group and get
comfortable on the road,” Neaman
said. “We have experienced riders there
to help coach and teach everything from
etiquette to how to climb and descend
better.” This weekly ride is broken into
three informal groups that tackle various distances so all levels can be accommodated, and no one is dropped—left
behind by the rest of the pack.
This is not the case with the Tuesday
evening ride that leaves Sun Summit in
Ketchum with a contingent of strong
competitive cyclists. “You can’t fake
that one,” said local cyclist Rob Webb.
With sports equipment manufacturers Smith and Scott based in Ketchum,
a number of professional road racers
and elite-level Nordic skiers in training, there is a steady supply of talented

riders looking to make the most of
the weekly workout. Around 30 riders
set out for the 15-mile trip to Prairie
Creek, which features a sprint climb
to the top of Phantom Hill that often
causes a number of riders to fall off the
back—unable to stay on the wheels of
the breakaway group.
If that is not enough, head to Galena,
the only mountain in the valley that
comes close to an Alpe d’Huez (one of
the biggest challenges on that mecca of
cycling, the Tour De France). The sixmile climb twists up to the 8,701-foot
summit. With a consistent grade and
hairpin turns, Galena offers a remarkable and hair-raising descent as reward
for the hard work on the way up.
For those looking to tick off a cycling
milestone, the Sawtooth Century, a
100-mile ride held each August, takes
riders from Ketchum north to Alturas
Lake and back.
Just be sure to take your turns pulling at the front. sVg
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The Valley’s Great Outdoor
Store Since 1976

Exclusive Specialized
Bicycle Dealer

Cycling is less
about communing
with nature and
more about a
near-masochistic
desire to strip
away all external
stimuli, reducing the
endeavor to one
simple equation:
How hard can you
push yourself?

GET OUT AND RIDE

Great Bicycle & Sports
Rental Department

www.sunvalleyguide.com

Tuesday Night Ride
Date: Tuesdays, 5:30 p.m.
Distance: 30 miles
Route: Sun Summit, Ketchum
to Prairie Creek, 726-0707
Skill Level: Expert

Wednesday Night Ride
Date: Wednesdays, 6:15 p.m.
Distance: Varied
Route: Elephant’s Perch, Ketchum
to points north, 726-3497
Skill Level: All levels

Summit Hill Climb Ride/Race
Date: Sunday, June 21
Distance: 12 miles
Route: Ketchum to Trail Creek
summit, 788-2117
Skill Level: Intermediate and above

Sawtooth Century Ride
Date: Saturday, August 15
Distance: 50 or 100 miles
Route: Ketchum to Galena Lodge
or Alturas Lake, 788-2117
Skill Level: Intermediate and above

Boulder Mountain Tour
Date: Saturday, September 13
Distance: 50 miles
Route: Harriman Trail, Ketchum
to Galena Lodge, 726-4010
Skill Level: All levels

Active Outdoor
Clothing & Shoes
For Mountain Lifestyles
Men’s & Women’s
Casual Sportswear
&
Technical Mountain Wear

Winter Time

We Become the Local
Cross Country Ski Center
&
Backcountry Ski Specialists
Located at the Corner
Of East Ave. & Sun Valley Road
Ketchum, Idaho

208-726-3497
www.elephantsperch.com
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arts

Chad Smith and Bruce Willis star
in Sam Shepard’s True West
at the Liberty Theatre in 2001.
The play was Willis’ second
time on stage with the Company of Fools, which he helped
found in 1997. Smith, a Hailey
native, has gone on to enjoy
success as a film actor.
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1985
1990
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1995

T H E

1975

Adam West & Bill Raymond
in Duck Variations, 1999

Interplanetary
Theater Company

www.sunvalleyguide.com

Chad Smith in Picasso at the Lapin Agile, 1998

1994 – present

I

f you are trying to make it in Hollywood, acting in community theater in Idaho can seem like trying to reach the
West Coast on a paper airplane. In Sun Valley—where
fame and obscurity often walk hand in hand—aspiring
actors are never so far from their dreams as when they are
standing right next to them.
Sun Valley was born in a starburst of glamour and hype
in 1936, when Union Paciﬁc Railroad chief Averell Harriman brought the likes of Gary Cooper, Errol Flynn, Lucille

1970

30 years of theater in Sun Valley.
By Tony Evans. Photos by Kirsten Shultz.

Sun Valley Repertory Company 1990 – 2000

of the

Pamela Sue Martin & Bill Raymond
in Seduced, 1999

The New Theatre Company 1993 – 2003

shadow
stars

Laughing Stock

in the

1977 – present

One of the early Laughing Stock shows, Cowboy, starring J.K. Simmons,
center (now a successful Hollywood actor), premiered at the Opera House
in 1982. It also featured local actresses Jules Petit, left, Cherie Kessler,
Karyn Crawford, Patty Parsons and Janet Edmund (front). Courtesy photo

Rick Kessler & Mary Stevens in Plaza Suite, 1977

T H E A T E R
O F

Dean Cerutti & Jamey Reynolds in
The Emperor’s New Clothes, 2008

E V O L U T I O N

St. Thomas Playhouse 2003 – present

2010

Classic Theatre Co. 2005 – present

20 05

Danielle Kennedy & Kathleen Craig
in Agnes of God, 2003

T H E

20 0 0

nexStage Theatre 2000 – present

Royal Larkspur Theater Company 1998 – present

1995

Company of Fools 1996 – present

1990
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Helen Hudson & Jamey Reynolds
in Love Letters, 2005

C O M M U N I T Y

1985
Rusty Wilson in Diary of a Mad Man, 1997

Ball and Clark Gable to town to promote America’s ﬁ rst
destination ski resort. Later, stars such as Tom Hanks, Bruce
Willis and Clint Eastwood made it their home. The big stars
say they come here to get away from the glitz, but they also
come to bask in Hollywood tradition.
Well below the radar of Hollywood celebrity (and in some
ways because of it), local theater has proliferated for three
decades, spotlighting hundreds on its stages and training
thousands of the valley’s schoolchildren in the dramatic
arts. A multitude of plays have been staged over the past
30 years, from street-skit comedies to Broadway musicals,
from Shakespeare, Chekov and Terrence McNally to David
Mamet.
It’s hard to say how many locals have had stars in their
eyes at one time or another. Maybe they rehearse Academy
Award acceptance speeches while prep-cooking in a resort
restaurant or riding a frigid mid-winter ski lift. While some
local actors have had shots at big-screen careers, most
work in the shadow of stardom on shoestring budgets. But,
every now and then, a little of that Hollywood stardust is
sprinkled over local stages.
It all started high-brow enough. In
the early 1970s, the Sun Valley Center
for the Arts brought Vincent Dowling “We just
from the Abbey Theatre in Dublin and
continue our
Walt Jones from Yale to teach acting.
Kathy Wygle was there, along with the
original mission
Hemingway sisters, Mariel and Marat the theater,
gaux, Cameron Cooper and others.
Today, Wygle is managing director of
which is to
Ketchum’s stage staple, the nexStage
tell stories that
Theatre. “We did some improv, no big
shows, but it sparked a big interest in
resonate with
theater,” she said.
In 1977, Wygle founded Ketchum’s
the local
ﬁ rst theatre group, The Laughing Stock
community.”
Theater Company, by gathering a few
actors at Louie’s restaurant. The comR.L. Rowsey,
pany included Chris Millspaugh, Rick
Company of Fools
Kessler, David Blampied and Bill Nagel.
Their ﬁ rst production was Neil Simon’s
Plaza Suite, performed at the Sun Valley Opera House.
Wygle has gone on to produce 40 plays in 30-odd years.
That year, 1977, was also the year Mariel Hemingway
would leave town for her Oscar-nominated turn in Woody
Allen’s Manhattan and Vincent Dowling left the valley to
resume his duties at the Great Lakes Shakespeare Festival in
Ohio. While there, he gave an equity card to a young actor
named Tom Hanks.
By the 1980s, Ketchum was cracking itself up to Chris
Millspaugh’s Whoop Shows and Zoo Review, comedy skits
based on local news staged at The Kneadery restaurant. The
Fabulous Vuarnettes—a campy, comedy musical act—was
also born at that time and continues today in Sun Valley.
But there were those who thought the valley was ready for
something a bit more serious. “We wanted to do challenging and provocative theater,” said David Blampied, who left
Laughing Stock in 1984 to embark on seven years of theatrical training in New York City. Upon his return in 1991, he
founded the New Theater Company, and went on to stage
35 plays in 13 years, including Pulitzer prize-winning Wit
by Margaret Edson.
Blampied also toured Idaho in the one-man-show Papa by
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John de Groot to commemorate Ernest
Hemingway’s 100th birthday. “It wasn’t
easy doing serious theater in a town that
likes to be entertained,” said Blampied.
He eventually decided to give the valley masses what they wanted when he
brought Forever Plaid to Sun Valley. The
song and dance show has been running
for nearly a decade at the resort.
Wygle believes Blampied’s work
opened valley audiences to more serious theater and perhaps paved the way
for the Hailey-based Company of Fools,
founded in 1996 with the help of Hollywood action star and Hailey resident
Bruce Willis. “In the old days, theater
was more of a social thing. Now it is
seen more as cultural and intellectual,’”
Wygle said.
Jon Kane, founder of the Interplanetary Theatre Company, consistently
drew big names to local stages for both
reasons. The actors included Pamela Sue
Martin (from Nancy Drew, Dynasty
and The Poseidon Adventure) and Adam
West (star of the original 1970s Batman
series). “I basically had to stalk Adam
to get him on the stage for a reading of
David Mamet’s Duck Variations with
Bill Raymond,” said Kane, who now
works on construction sites in the valley
and has no immediate plans to return to
producing. “Raymond had won several
Obie Awards for his work off-Broadway,
but I still had to educate people as to
who he was. When you use actors with
a deeper level of experience, it brings
cachet to local productions.”
Kane played Bundles the Laundry
Man in Laughing Stock’s Annie, which
starred Steve D’Smith as Daddy Warbucks. Bruce Willis’ daughter Rumor
was in the show, and Kane saw Willis
in the audience every night. “I asked
him if he wanted to play the part of
Bundles for the ﬁ nal night. He said, ‘I
thought you’d never ask.’ It was my best
moment as a producer. The audience
went nuts.”
Soon Willis took to a stage of his own
at the Liberty Theatre in Hailey, which
he purchased, renovated and made available to his old friend Denise Simone
and her partner Rusty Wilson. Their
Company of Fools debuted with Diary
of a Mad Man, and has since become an
Idaho arts institution. In 2005, the company received the Governor’s Award for
Excellence in the Arts, due in large part
to its commitment to theater education
in the community. “Our ﬁrst show cost
$5 and people brought bags of food and

broadway in the rockies
award winning theatre
year round

summer fools festival
july 4 - august 2
110 in the Shade
Welcome Home Jenny Sutter
Steel Magnolias

COMPANY OF

FOOLS
Michelle Carter in Violet summer 2008
photo by Kirsten Shultz

w w w. c o m p a n y o ff o o l s . o r g
208 . 788 . 6520

ANNE PRATT
shop 504.891.6532 • cell 504.452.7172

Continued on page 42
www.sunvalleyguide.com
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Sweet pea &
ricotta raviolis

chef’s specialty Derek Gallegos

Pasta dough
Put 8 ounces all purpose flour in large bowl
and make a well in center. Pour 3 eggs and
2 egg yolks into the well and mix into flour.
Put flour and egg mixture on clean counter and knead vigorously for five minutes.
Keep hands and countertop free of dry
bits of dough. Dough should be supple
and springy after kneading. Let rest for 30
minutes in fridge.

Ravioli filling
Ingredients: 1 lb. fresh or frozen shell peas,
1 lb. whole milk ricotta (well drained in fridge
overnight), 1 egg yolk, 1/8 tsp. freshly grated
nutmeg, fresh-ground black pepper to taste
and 3 oz. (by weight), freshly grated Parmigiano-Reggiano cheese.
Directions: Bring a gallon of water and 2
tbsp. kosher salt to boil. Add peas and
bring back to boil. Strain peas and put into
ice water. When cold, put peas through
food mill to remove skins. Add pea pulp to
remaining filling ingredients. If filling is too
watery, add 1 or
2 tbsps. of fresh
toasted breadcrumbs. Roll out
pasta dough to
#6 on the pasta
machine and place
1 tbsp. of filling 1
1/2 inches apart on
the lower edge of
the sheet of pasta.
Lightly moisten
pasta and fold the
top half onto the
lower half. Gently press down around filling.
Use pasta cutter to cut between raviolis.
Prepare vinaigrette (see below). Bring a gallon of water to boil with 1 tbsp. salt and add
6 raviolis at a time. Cook about 2 minutes,
until they float to top. Remove with slotted
spoon. Put on plate and spoon vinaigrette
over top. Garnish with freshly grated Parmigiano-Reggiano cheese.

Warm brown butter vinaigrette
Ingredients: 2 oz. unsalted butter, 1 tbsp.
extra virgin olive oil, 1/2 cup stock (chicken
or vegetable), 1 tbsp. lemon juice, 1 tsp.
Spanish sherry vinegar, 5 oz. pancetta and
fresh Italian parsley.
Directions: Thinly slice pancetta then brown
over low heat in a sauté pan until crispy.
Cool, drain off fat and coarsely chop. Put
butter in thick-bottomed sauté pan over
medium heat until brown and fragrant. Add
stock while swirling pan (be careful, this will
spatter). Add lemon juice, vinegar and parsley and whisk in olive oil and pancetta. Set
aside in warm spot.
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perfect
pasta

By Della Sentilles.
Photos by Paulette Phlipot.

I

t’s Friday morning and Derek
Gallegos, owner of and head chef
at Three Ten Main, is creating
fresh pasta for this evening’s menu, a
staple at his handsome, year-old restaurant on Main Street in Hailey.
For years, Gallegos has made his
own pasta. But a trip to Parma, Italy,
in 2007 brought renewed inspiration. Parma, home to the original
prosciutto, Parmesan cheese and
other Italian classics, has the best
“cheese, pasta, butter, cream, everything,” said Gallegos. While on the
continent, he took a pasta-making
class in which students used a meterlong rolling pin to ﬂatten the dough.
In his kitchen at Three Ten Main,
however, Gallegos uses an electric
pasta maker.
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Icicles are a beautiful
indication that your home
is wasting energy.

While Italian chefs are quick to
eschew the use of technology, Gallegos has little choice. “We make
so much pasta that we need it to
be fast.” Yet this reliance on technology does not replace his skill
or passion. Gallegos’ craftsmanship
makes the complicated seem effortless. He handles the stream of thin
dough with ease and grace, ﬁ nding a
delicate balance between smoothing
and pulling. After the dough is run
through the machine, a continuous
band of pasta spans the length of
his four-foot metal table. Within
minutes Gallegos produces a dozen
perfectly trimmed raviolis.
The dishes at Three Ten Main
have a heavy European inﬂuence,
with an emphasis on the fresh stuffed
www.sunvalleyguide.com

pastas of Northern Italy and the
classic traditional cooking techniques of the French countryside.
“I’m mostly inﬂuenced by Northern
Italian cuisine. It’s more about butter
and cheese. French country cooking
involves lots of roasted meats and vegetables that are not overly done but
instead let the ﬂavors
speak for themselves.
He handles It is uncomplicated.
using the best
the stream Just
ingredients possible
and then manipulating
of thin
them very lightly.”
dough
Gallegos’ penchant
for
these traditional
with ease
European cuisines is a
and grace, surprise to some. He
is the son of James
finding a
Armijo
Gallegos,
former owner and
delicate
founder of the famous,
balance
but now sadly defunct,
Mama Inez restaubetween
rant. At its high point
smoothing ,there were six Mama
Inez restaurants in
and pulling. Idaho. As a teen living
in Pocatello, Gallegos
spent untold hours in
his father’s kitchen making tortillas
and chile verde. However, a college
apprenticeship at a French bistro in
Salt Lake City exposed him to cuisines beyond his family’s culinary
roots. “It fascinated me, and I found
myself wanting to cook all the time,
so I quit college.”
The move opened Gallegos to an
endless stream of creativity, far more
so than the Southwest-style cooking
of Mama Inez. “I love the food of
southwest New Mexico, but you can
only go so far with it. That is what
attracted me to the French and Italian cuisines. There are just so many
veggies and meats and cheeses to
work with.”
Gallegos’ Three Ten Main speaks
to what he really enjoys about dining out. “I love when you go into a
restaurant and you feel like you’re
entering a little sanctuary. You can
tell just by looking at the plate that
someone really cared about the food,
even before you take a bite.” sVg

Warm air inside your home leaks through the attic to
the underside of the roof which melts the snow, runs
down and refreezes. This will damage your roof and
could even lead to water damage inside the home. Many
think this problem is caused by the sunlight, but when is
the last time you saw a dog house with icicles?
Ecohome Solutions can solve the
problem while saving energy and
preserving the aesthetic look of the
home.
As a Home Performance Contractor, we understand
the science behind building performance which means
we can correctly diagnose the comfort, health, energy
efciency and safety issues in your home and make the
improvements.

Three Signs You Need Ecohome Solutions
• Your energy bills are too high - Super

insulation, air sealing, solar and geothermal
may be right for your home.
• Asthma or allergies get worse inside your
home indicating poor air quality.
• Some rooms get too hot or cold.

Call today to schedule an
appointment with one of
our certified energy and
comfort advisors.

208-331-4115

www.ecohomesaves.com
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In the shadow of the stars
from page 39

O U T F I T T E R S
THE LOCALS’ FLYSHOP

Fine Dry Cleaning

GUIDED TROUT TRIPS IN
LOCAL WATERS AND
YELLOWSTONE PARK, SPRING
STEELHEAD & UPLAND BIRD TRIPS
FINE OUTDOOR GEAR,
APPAREL & GIFTS
FEATURING PATAGONIA
CALL FOR KIDS & WOMEN'S
CLASSES ALL SUMMER

We use odorless, non-toxic, fully
biodegradable cleaning solvents

171 N. Main St., Ketchum
(208) 726 -1706
www.los tr iveroutfitter s .com
info@lostr iveroutfitter s .com

Sun Valley’s
premiere location...
on Ketchum’s
Main Street
Indoor Heated Pool & Spa

208-726-4114
800-805-1001

Best Western is the official hotel to
AAA, NASCAR & Harley-Davidson

mtexpress.com
The Valley's Home on the Web
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beer from Paul’s Grocery,” said Simone.
The next show starred Willis in Sam
Shepard’s Fool for Love, marking his
return to theater after an 18-year Hollywood career.
Keith Joe Dick came to the valley
from Los Angeles to play in Fool for
Love. Dick also had a part in the ﬁ lm
adaptation of Kurt Vonnegut’s Breakfast of Champions, shot in Twin Falls
and featuring Willis, Albert Finney,
Nick Nolte and a group of local actors,
including Anna Johnson, Denise Simone and one of the early Laughing Stock
players, Bill Nagel.
Today, Dick owns a sign-painting
business. “Most people have to do things
other than act to survive here, unless you
are George Clooney or something.”
Although Company of Fools has
been on its own ﬁ nancially for some
years, it doesn’t hurt that stars hit its
stage from time to time. Comedian
Robin Williams tore the house down
with three nights of outrageous comedy four years ago while preparing for
shows in Las Vegas. Yet Company of
Fools musical director R.L. Rowsey
downplays the signiﬁcance of big-name
stars in the local theater community.
“More of them are interested in coming
here to refuel and play golf than to share
their work,” he said. “We just continue
our original mission at the theater,
which is to tell stories that resonate with
the local community.”
But in the Age of Celebrity, it matters much who tells the story. Wygle’s
nexStage has had Carol Burnett, Cliff
Robertson and British ﬁ lm star David
Hemmings from Michael Antonioni’s
Blowup on its boards. This year she is
canceling the Sun Valley Shakespeare
Festival after nine seasons, due to ﬁ nancial constraints. “It helps shine your
star to have big names in your theater, but the real task lies in long-term
fundraising.”
This valley has the funds and the Hollywood connections to make dreams
come true for even the biggest of stars.
Every summer, dozens of media mogul
jets line the runway at the airport
in Hailey for the Allen & Company
conference. Last year, Google’s Sergey
Brin and Hollywood producer Harvey
Weinstein strolled together in front of
the Sun Valley Inn. Perhaps even locals
like Tom Hanks, Scott Glenn and Jamie
Lee Curtis are hoping for a break. sVg
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• FRIDAY, JULY 3,
• FRIDAY, AUGUST 7
• FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
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Ketchum 5-8 p.m.
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Brittany Powell, Mucho Más, 2007 (Boise
Art Museum), part of The Rural Vernacular.
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Post
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Trail
Creek
Village

2

75

To Hailey &
Bellevue

■
CHRISTINA HEALY

2
3

THE DREAM CATCHER GALLERY
FRIESEN GALLERY ■

4

SUN VALLEY CENTER
FOR THE ARTS ■

5

TONERI HINK GALLERIES

6

ZANTMAN ART GALLERIES

ZANTMAN ART GALLERIES
Zantmans celebrates its 50th year in business with its
main galleries in Carmel and Palm Desert, California.
Zantman has become nationally and internationally
known by art collectors because of the consistency
of high quality and the wide ranging styles in their
paintings by prominent artists from around the world.
Come see why.

Friesen Gallery exhibits contemporary painting,
glass, and sculpture by internationally and nationally
recognized artists, including Cassandria Blackmore,
Jeanne Brennan, Christopher Brown, Ford Crull,
Matthew Dennison, Ron Ehrlich, Enrico Embroli,
Dennis Evans, Lawrence Fodor, Jeff Fontaine, Gregory
Grenon, Reilly Jensen, Steve Jensen, Michael Kessler,
Ann Mallory, Nancy Mee, William Morris, Trinh Nguyen,
Jenny Pohlman/ Sabrina Knowles, Mark Rediske,
James Shay, Catherine Eaton Skinner, Sebastian
Spreng, Gretchen Wachs, and Laura Sharp Wilson.
www.sunvalleyguide.com

Lynn Toneri Allure of the Green Tomato, watercolor, 40" x 56",

Cassandria Blackmore Amphitrite”
Reverse painted glass, 59.5" x 54.5"

FRIESEN GALLERY

Sun Valley Road at First Avenue, Ketchum • 726-4174
friesen@friesengallery.com • www.friesengallery.com
Seattle location: 1200 Second Ave

The Center brings the arts to our community through
exhibitions, concerts, lectures and art classes. This
summer’s exhibitions are The Rural Vernacular and
Modern Parallels: The Paintings of Mary Henry and Helen
Lundeberg. Throughout the summer, art classes for adults,
families and kids are offered and 3 outdoor concerts
will feature Alex Cuba, Salsa Celtica, and Donavon
Frankenreiter and Mishka. Aug. 7-9 over 130 artists come
together for the 41st Sun Valley Arts & Crafts Festival.

360 East Avenue North, Ketchum
726.1037 • www.zantmangalleries.com

■ Indicates member of the Sun Valley Gallery Association

■

191 Fifth St. E, Ketchum • 314 2nd Avenue S, Hailey
Box 656, Sun Valley, ID 83353 •726.9491 • www.sunvalleycenter.org

TONERI HINK GALLERIES
400 Sun Valley Road, Ketchum • 726-5639
14 E. Bullion Street, Hailey • 578-9171

The West is wild, and the art and the artists are wilder,
at the Lynn Toneri R.C. Hink Gallery. Noted for her
large scale landscapes, Lynn’s images now include
dynamic watercolors of native plains and Rocky
Mountain animals. R.C.’s flamboyant character stools
and animal chairs from the surrounding territories and
beyond are stampeding through the Gallery; visual
treats for all wild and wildlife lovers.

Linda Luccero Fraglia, Jemez Storyteller Doll

1

SUN VALLEY CENTER
FOR THE ARTS

THE DREAM CATCHER GALLERY
200 S. Main, Trail Creek Village, Ketchum
726-1305 • dreamcatchergallery@hotmail.com
www.dreamcatchergallery.com

A collection of fine Native American art and craft work
including pottery, fetishes, paintings, traditional and
contemporary jewelry, storytellers and ceremonial pieces
of museum quality. Hand-carved, custom furniture, books
for collectors and children. Member IACA.
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RESTAUR A N T

AD D RES S

PHO N E

GOURMET & FINE DINING
Fresshies

Serving quality, fresh, unique food

Ketchum Grill

Contemporary American cuisine with Idaho Flavors

Knob Hill Inn

American fusion cuisine

Sun Valley Wine Company

Lite fare, platters, soups, sandwiches, beer & wines selection

122 South Main Street, Hailey

788-3621

520 East Avenue, Ketchum, ketchumgrill.com

726-4660

960 North Main Street, Ketchum

726-8010

360 Leadville Avenue, Ketchum

726-2442

211 4th Street, Ketchum

726-3068

230 Walnut Avenue, Ketchum

622-4400

17 West Bullion Street, Hailey

788-7699

200 Sun Valley Road, Ketchum

622-5625

202 South Main Street, Bellevue

788-4999

280 North Main Street, Ketchum

726-0051

231 North Main Street, Ketchum

726-5233

260 Second Street, Ketchum

726-5181

360 East Avenue North #5, Ketchum

726-6999

160 North Main Street (inside Chapter One), Ketchum

726-4777

380 Washington Avenue #105, Ketchum

725-0314

520 East Avenue, Ketchum, ketchumgrill.com

726-4660

280 Sixth & Main Streets, Ketchum

726-1779

270 Northwood Way, Ketchum

726-2035

371 Washington, Ketchum

725-SUBS

4th Street and First Avenue, Ketchum

726-7703

180 South Main Street, Ketchum

727-6766

MEXICAN
Despo’s

Classic Mexican cuisine, fresh fish specials daily

I TA L I A N & P I Z Z A
Ciro Restaurant & Market

Wood-fired pizza, fresh pasta, fresh fish & local products

daVinci’s

Please visit our website at davincishailey.com

Smoky Mountain Pizzeria Grill

Incredible pizza, pasta, steak, burgers & more

STEAK & SEAFOOD
The Brickhouse Bar & Grill

Contemporary presentations of traditional American favorites

The Roosevelt Grille

Creative interpretations of classic American fare

The Sawtooth Club

Mesquite grilled steaks, chops, ribs & seafood

ASIAN
Sushi on Second

The best restaurant for fresh seafood & sushi. Nightly specials

Osaka Sushi

Asian and Japanese foods. Open for lunch and dinner

O R G A N I C & S P E C I A LT Y
Akasha Organics

Juices, new-food café, produce and supplements

Glow Live Food Café

Organic local foods, eco store & supplements

Ketchum Grill

Contemporary American cuisine with Idaho Flavors

Rinconcito (the train car)

Authentic homemade Peruvian food. Made fresh everyday

C A F É & B A K E RY
Bigwood Bread Organic Bakery & Café

Artisan organic breads, sandwiches, soups and pastries

Johnny G’s Subshack
Extra super-fine Grinders

Perry’s

Great breakfasts, soup, sandwiches & grill selections. All to go!

Wrapcity

Fast, fresh, fun food

BURGERS & PUB GRUB
Grumpy’s

Where the locals hang

Lefty’s Bar & Grill

Burgers, salads, sandwiches, munchies and more

The Cellar Pub

Pub fare including burgers, salads, bangers, sliders, shots and more
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860 Warm Springs Road, Ketchum

NO PHONE

231 6th Street East, Ketchum

726-2744

400 Sun Valley Road, Ketchum

622-3832
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Cre d i t Ca rd s

Ta k e -o u t

Re s e rv a t i o n s

Ca t e ri n g

En t e rt a i n me n t

Be e r-Wi n e

Co c k t a i l s

Di n n e r

Lunch

Bre a k f a s t

De c k Di n i n g

PRICE

• • • •• •
•
• •
• ••
•
••
• •• ••
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Riverbend Coffee House
& Tea Cafe

“Where strangers become friends”

•

• • • • •• ••
•
• •
• ••
• • • • • ••
• •• •
• ••
• • •• • •• ••
•
•• • • • ••

LIVE MUSIC • OPEN MIC
WIFI • BEER • WINE • SANDWICHES • SALADS
HOMEMADE SOUPS • QUICHE • PASTRY

120 S. Main St. • Bellevue, Idaho • 208-788-4572

• • •• ••
• • • • • ••
•• •
•
••
• •
• ••
•
• •
• ••
• •• ••
••
••
• •
• ••
• ••

••
•
•
• • ••
••

• •• ••
•
• • • • •• • •
• • •• •
••

www.sunvalleyguide.com

Homemade Soups, Sandwich Platters,
Salads, Cookies & Other treats!
Patio Dining & Catering
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The

Perfect
Summer

Experience

the guide calendar
JUNE
The Rural Vernacular, through
Aug. 8. Multidisciplinary art
exhibition on how life in small
towns hasn’t changed in the
last half century. Sun Valley
Center for the Arts, 191 5th
St E, Ketchum. Details: 7269491, sunvalleycenter.org
Idaho Fences, through Aug.
31. Exhibition of work by
local artists. Sun Valley Center for the Arts, 314 2nd Ave.,
S, Hailey. Details: 726-9491,
sunvalleycenter.org.
St. Thomas Playhouse Suburbia, June 17-21, The Community School, Sun Valley.
3-4 p.m. Details: 726-5349.

Galena Lodge
& The

Harriman Trail

St. Thomas Playhouse Pirates
of Penzance, June 18 & 20
The Community School,
Sun Valley. 2 p.m. Details:
726-5349.
Lisa Brady Don’t Fence Me In,
Talk, June 18, Community
Library, Ketchum 6 p.m.
Details: 726-3493.
St. Thomas Playhouse Fiddler
on the Roof, June 19 & 21,
The Community School,
Sun Valley. 2 p.m. Details:
726-5349.

Bike Shop & Bike Rentals
Charming Day Lodge
%SPRESSO s (EARTY ,UNCHES
Thursday Wagon Ride BBQs
Summer Dining Series
Open Daily 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Weekend Brunch Menu
25 miles north of
3UN 6ALLEY ON (IGHWAY 

208-726-4010
www.galenalodge.com
BCRD 208-788-2117
www.bcrd.org

BCRD
BLAINE COUNTY
RECREATION DISTRICT

A partnership between the Blaine County
Recreation District, a non-profit organization,
Galena Lodge concessionaire and
the U.S. Forest Service
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Fly Fishing Film Festival,
June 26, nexStage Theatre,
Ketchum. $15. Details:
726-5282.
Hailey Public Library Garden
Tour, June 27, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Details: 788-2036.
Local Wild Film Festival,
June 27, nexStage Theatre,
Ketchum. 6 -10 p.m. $12.
Details: 928-6208.
Tenors and Strings Extravaganza, June 28, Dennis
McNeil, Jorge Lopez-Yanez,
Jose Medina with the
Hutchins Consort. Sun Valley
Opera, Sun Valley Pavilion.
$25-$2,000.
Details: sunvalleyopera.com.

JULY
The Rural Vernacular, now
through Aug. 8. Details: 7269491, sunvalleycenter.org
Idaho Fences, through Aug.
31. Details: 726-9491,
sunvalleycenter.org.
12th annual Advocates Gala,
July 2, Sun Valley. Details:
788-4191.

Sun Valley Pavilion concert,
June 19, Sara Evans performs. Details: 622-2135.

Gallery Walks, July 3. Enjoy a
walk about town as galleries
open their doors, host artists
and serve wine. Ketchum,
5-8p.m. Details: 726-4950,
svgalleries.org.

Royal Larkspur Play Troupe
Fences, now through June
21, nexStage Theatre, Ketchum. Details: 726-9124.

Sun Valley Pavilion concert,
July 3, Maureen McGovern.
Details: 622-2135,
sunvalleypavilion.com.

Sun Valley Center for the Arts
presents Alex Cuba, June 19,
7 p.m. The Center, Hailey.
$10 adults, $5 kids. Details:
726-9491.

Fourth on Fourth, July 3, Tony
Furtado performs in downtown Ketchum. 7-10 p.m.

Boiler Room, June 20, Dubious Rangers perform. Doors
8 p.m. Sun Valley.
Details: 622-2148.
2009 Redfish Lake Triathlon/
Duathlon, June 20, Official
USA Triathlon sanctioned
event. Stanley. Details: (208)
644-9096, redfishtri.com.
Galena Lodge Father’s Day
Brunch Buffet, June 21, live
music from Bruce Innes.
Galena Lodge. 10 a.m.-2:30
p.m. Details: 726-4010.
Summit Hill Climb ride/race,
June 21, 12 miles, Ketchum
to Trail Creek summit.
Details: 788-2117, bcrd.org.

Ketchum Fourth of July Weekend Antique Show, July 3-6,
nexStage Theatre, 9-5 p.m.
Days of the Old West 4th of
July parade and Carnival, July
4, Hailey. Details: 788-3484.
4th of July Bike Criterium,
July 4, Hailey. Details: 7882117, bcrd.org.
4th on Fourth Celebration, July 4, Dallas Alice in
concert, children’s carnival.
Ketchum Town Plaza, 3-10
p.m. Details: 726-3423.
Company of Fools 110 in the
Shade, July 4-Aug.1, Liberty
Theatre, 110 N Main St., Hailey 7 p.m. Details: 788-6520,
companyof fools.org.

Company of Fools Welcome
Home Jenny Sutter, July 4Aug. 2 , Liberty Theatre, Hailey 7 p.m. Details: 788-6520,
companyoffools.org.
Company of Fools Steel
Magnolias, July 4-Aug. 2,
Liberty Theatre, Hailey 7
p.m. Details: 788-6520,
companyoffools.org.
9th annual Harriman Tea, July
6, 3 p.m. Details: 788-2117,
bcrd.org.
Soloist James Martin, July
6, Gospel music benefit. St.
Thomas Episcopal Church,
Ketchum. 7:30 p.m. $20.
SETCH Cowboy Ball, July 9,
benefit for Sagebrush Equine
Training Center and the
therapeutic riding program.
Sagebrush Arena, Hailey.
5:30 p.m. Details: 578-9111,
sagebrushequine.org.
10th annual Ketchum Arts
Festival, July 10-12, Festival
Meadows, Sun Valley.
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Details:
725-4090.
Sawtooth Botanical Garden
Tour, July 11, Mid-Valley. 9
a.m.–2 p.m. Details: 7269358, sbgarden.org.
Lee Pesky Learning Center
Scavenger Hunt, July 11,
Atkinson Park, 4 p.m.
Details: 208-333-0008.
Hailey Night of Music, July
13, Live music in restaurants, bars and businesses,
4-10 p.m. Featuring Cosmic
Beans, Kim Stocking Band,
FourStroke Bus, Damphools
and more. Details: 788-0903
Killer Summer book reading &
signing with Ridley Pearson,
July 16, Community Library,
Ketchum. 6 p.m. Details:
726-3493.
Sun Valley Summer Figure
Skating Championship, July
16-17, Sun Valley Indoor Ice
Rink, Details: 622-8020.
Animal Shelter Dog Days of
Summer Benefit, July 17,
Featuring Westminster Kennel Club’s Dave Frei hosting
Shelter’s Best in Show. Trail
Creek Pavilion, Sun Valley.
5:30 p.m. Details: 788-4351.
Sun Valley Pavilion concert,
July 17, Barrage. Details:
622-2135.
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Hailey Art Walk, July 17.
Details: 788-3484.
Mountain Mamas Arts & Crafts
Show, July 18-19, Stanley.
Details: stanleycc.org
Salsa Celtica, July 18, 7 p.m.,
Hop Porter Park, Hailey. $20
adults, $5 kids 12 and under
Details: 726-9491.
Gimlets in the Garden, July 18,
fund-raising event for Sawtooth
Botanical Garden, Hwy 75 &
Gimlet Rd.
Details: 726-9358, sbgarden.org.
Citizens for Smarth Growth
Benefit & Auction, July 22, 6-8
p.m. Details: 788-8813
Jill Johnson on first six months of
Obama administration, July 23,
Community Library, Ketchum. 6
p.m. Details: 726-3493.
Sun Valley Center Wine Auction,
July 23-25, Ketchum. Vintner
Dinners, July 23. Wine Auction
Gala, July 24. Wine Tasting,
July 25. Picnic & concert with
Ryebender, July 25. Details: 7269491, sunvalleycenter.org.
Galena Grinder Whit Henry
Memorial Mountain Bike Race,
July 25, Galena Lodge, Hwy.
75 N of Ketchum, 10:30 a.m.
Details: 726-4010.
The Hollywood rating system,
July 25, Dick Glickman and Van
Gordon Sauter discuss the topic
at the Community Library, Ketchum 6 p.m. Details: 726-3493.
4th annual Sawtooth Music
Festival, July 25, benefit for Stanley School featuring Elephant
Revival, Thao with the Get Down
Stay Down, and Free Peoples,
Pioneer Park, Stanley. Details:
sawtoothmusicfestival.com.
Edgar Bronfman Chamber Music
Series, July 27, 29 & 31, 5:30
p.m. free lawn seating. Part of
the 2009 Sun Valley Summer
Symphony season, Sun Valley
Music Pavilion. Details: 6225607, svsummersymphony.com
Community Library’s 30th annual
Tour of Homes Opening Party,
July 30. The Community Library,
Ketchum. 5:30 p.m.
Details: 726-3493.
Northern Rockies Folk Festival,
July 31-Aug. 1, Hop Porter Park,
Hailey. Music begins at 5 p.m.
on Friday and 12:30 p.m. on
Saturday, runs until 10 p.m. $12
Friday, $18 Saturday, $25 both
days. Details: nrff.net.

AUGUST
Northern Rockies Folk Festival,
continues Aug. 1, Hop Porter
www.sunvalleyguide.com

Park, Hailey. 12:30-10 p.m., $18
Saturday, $25 both days.
Details: 788-0183, nrff.net.
The Rural Vernacular, now
through Aug. 8. Sun Valley
Center for the Arts.
Details: 726-9491,
sunvalleycenter.org.
Idaho Fences, through Aug. 31.
Exhibition of work by local artists. Sun Valley Center for the
Arts, Hailey. Details: 726-9491,
sunvalleycenter.org.
Company of Fools 110 in the
Shade, Aug. 1 , Liberty Theatre,
Hailey 7 p.m. Details: 788-6520,
companyoffools.org.
Company of Fools Welcome Home
Jenny Sutter, Aug. 1-2 , Liberty
Theatre, Hailey 7 p.m. Details:
788-6520, companyoffools.org.
Company of Fools Steel
Magnolias, Aug. 1-2, Liberty
Theatre, Hailey, 7 p.m. Details:
788-6520, companyoffools.org.
Community Library’s 30th annual
Tour of Homes, Aug. 1, The Community Library, Ketchum. 10:30
a.m.-4 p.m. Details: 726-3493,
the communitylibrary.org.
Smart Moves Party, Aug. 1.
Details: 788-2117, bcrd.org.
Ride the Rails, Aug. 1, cruise
the 20-mile Wood River Trails.
Details: 788-2117, bcrd.org.
YMCA Celebrity Golf Classic
Dinner & Social, Aug. 1,
Featuring the Rock Bottom
Remainders. Sun Valley Club.
Details: 928-6706
Sun Valley Summer Symphony
Benefit Some Enchanted Evening,
Aug. 2, Starring Victoria Clark
and Paulo Szot, guest conductor
Ted Sperling. 6 p.m. show. Sun
Valley Pavilion 4 p.m.
Details: 622-5607.
Sun Valley Summer Symphony
Orchestra Festival, Aug. 3, 5,
6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16 &
18. Concerts are free, begin at
6:30 p.m. and last 1 hour. Sun
Valley Pavilion opens at 5:30
p.m. Picnics welcome outside
the Pavilion. Details: 622-5607,
svsummersymphony.com
2009 Blaine County Fair, Aug.
3–8. Details: blainecounty.org.
2009 Fashion Show on Ice, Aug.
6, Sun Valley Indoor Ice Rink,
Details: 622-8020.
Braun Brothers Reunion, Aug. 68., Challis, Idaho. Three day
concert featuring Braun Brothers, Micky & The Motorcars,
Cross Canadian Ragweed &
Reckless Kelly. Details:
braunbrothersreunion.com

European tradition may define the atmosphere and service at the Inn,
but the cuisine is an artful interpretation of American Fusion Cuisine.
Chef Paul Dean’s own Shady Lane Farm guarantees garden-to-plate fresh
produce. From the warm welcome of the Inn’s lobby to the last glass of fine
wine, you’ll know you’ve found a restaurant to return to time and time again.

FOOD AND WINE FOR THE TIMES
SUMMER OUTDOOR DINING • FINE WINE AND BEER
960 North Main Street, Ketchum 208 726 8010
Open Wednesday through Sunday 6 - 9:30 pm
Reservation appreciated

The Elkhorn Supper Club
• Local and Seasonal Cuisine
• Fine Wines
• Great Bar and
Outdoor Dining
• Friday &
Saturday Only

Opening June 13th
Upcoming Chefs
June 19th & 20th -

Laura Apshaga & Chris Simpson

June 26th & 27th - Judith McQueen
July 3rd & 4th- Laura Apshaga

726-3800- Reservations
Located Next to the Market @ Elkhorn Springs
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Mudslides swamp Warm Springs Road
Slides lead county officials to close well-traveled route west of Ketchum

H

Express Staff Writer

eavy and sustained rainfall caused
a torrent of mud and debris to inundate several sections of Warm
Springs Road west of Ketchum in

the early afternoon Monday.
The heavy ﬂows caused Blaine County
ofﬁcials to close the rural road, which
provides access to a number of outlying
homes. By noon on Tuesday, county road
crews were able to reopen the road to local
trafﬁc.

By JASON KAUFFMAN
Express Staff Writer

With campers and other outdoors enthusiasts heading out to
the woods, well-meaning folks
often ﬁnd baby birds and other
animals that seem to be abandoned, a news release from the
Idaho Department of Fish and
Game states. The agency is asking people to leave them alone.
Late May and early June make
up the peak fawning and calving
season for Idaho’s elk, deer and
pronghorn antelope.
“We have people calling us

“It was like a big, thick milkshake coming down the hill and across the road,”
said Board Ranch resident Lisa Vierling.
Clearing the road presented a challenge
for the road crews due to the soupy consistency of the mud.
“There is simply nowhere to push it

since all the low spots are already ﬁlled,”
Blaine County Commissioner Tom
Bowman wrote on the county Web site
Tuesday morning.
Crews closed the road past lower Board
Ranch just past the end of the pavement.
See MUD, Page A22

Scary relic unearthed
in Sun Valley

Leave the baby
animals alone
or bringing baby animals to the
ofﬁce every year,” said Regan
Berkley, Magic Valley regional
wildlife biologist. “Even though
their intentions are good, it isn’t
the best thing for the animals.”
According to Fish and Game,
mother animals often leave their
young as they forage. If they return to their young to ﬁnd people
milling around, they will often
leave the area and come back
after the people have left.
“If people bring young animals into the ofﬁce we don’t have
many options,” Berkley said. “We
can attempt to return them back
See ANIMALS, Page A28

Possible pipe bomb uncovered near White Clouds Golf Course
By GREG FOLEY and JON DUVAL
Express Staff Writers

The bomb squad from the Twin Falls Police
Department was in the Wood River Valley to investigate a report of a pipe bomb for the second
time this year.
According to dispatch reports, a worker reported seeing an object that resembled a pipe
bomb around 9:30 a.m. Tuesday near the White
Clouds Golf Course on the northwest side of Trail
Creek Road.
Sun Valley Fire Department personnel arrived
on the scene shortly after and reported ﬁnding a

piece of pipe about 12 inches long and 1.5 inches
wide with what appeared to be a fuse coming out
of one end.
Sun Valley Co. spokesman Jack Sibbach said
the object was unearthed as construction crews
were digging new sewer lines near the golf
course.
Sun Valley Fire Chief Jeff Carnes said that protocol required a call for assistance from the Twin
Falls bomb squad. The squad also made a trip
north in February to investigate and dispose of a
small explosive device at a mid-valley residence.
The Fire Department evacuated an area
See BOMB, Page A22

The Idaho Mountain Express
available free valley-wide every
Wednesday and Friday

FULL-SERVICE

CAMERA & IMAGING

CENTER
DIGITAL
CAMERAS & SUPPLIES

SELF-SERVE

PRINT STATIONS

ONE-HOUR
FILM & DIGITAL
PRINTING
DVD RENTALS

F-STOP

CAMERA & VIDEO
Open Every Day

726-3419

Creating Quality Memories For Over 30 Years

Under the Clock Tower

Sun Valley Road • Ketchum

visit us at www.fstopsunvalley.com
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Silver Creek Outfitters Boots &
Buckles Trunk Show, Aug. 7-8,
Main St. Ketchum.
Details: 726-5282
Sun Valley Arts & Crafts
Festival, Aug. 7-9, 10 a.m.6:30 p.m., Fri. & Sat. 10 a.m.5 p.m. Sun. Atkinson Park,
Ketchum. Free. Details: 7269491, sunvalleycenter.org.

A wet and soupy mixture of mud and woody debris carried in by slides that ripped off surrounding mountainsides Monday afternoon covers a section of Warm Springs Road west of Ketchum. Warm
Springs road was opened Tuesday for local traffic only.

By JASON KAUFFMAN

Gallery Walk, Aug. 7. Enjoy a
walk about town as galleries
open their doors, host artists
and serve wine. Ketchum 5-8
p.m. Details: 726-4950,
svgalleries.org.

Modern Parallels: The Paintings of Mary Henry & Helen
Lundeberg, Aug. 14-Oct. 2.
Sun Valley Center for the
Arts, 191 5th St E, Ketchum.
Details: 726-9491,
sunvalleycenter.org.
Blaine County Relay For Life,
Aug. 14, Wood River High
School, Hailey. Details:
208-422-0175, relayforlife.
org/blainecountyid.
Sawtooth Century, Aug. 15.
Register at SportsBaseOnline.
com. Details: 788-2117,
bcrd.org.
Sun Valley Center for the Arts
presents Donavon Frankenreiter and Mishka, Aug. 15,
Hop Porter Park, Hailey. $30
adults, $10 kids. Details: 7269491, sunvalleycenter.org.
Danny Thompson Memorial
Golf Tournament, Aug. 19-22.
Celebrity golfers hit the links
for this 32nd annual event
raising money for leukemia
and cancer research. Details:
726-1049, dannythompsonmemorial.com.
Sun Valley Pavilion concert,
Aug. 19, Don Felder: An Evening at the Hotel California.
Benefit for Danny Thompson
Memorial Leukemia Fund.
Sun Valley. Details: 622-2135,
sunvalleypavilion.com.
Sun Valley Writers’
Conference, Aug. 21-24,
this event’s return for 2009
features a Ian McEwan, Frank
McCourt & Dani Shapiro.
Details: svwc.com
Sawtooth Salmon Festival,
Aug. 22-23, Pioneer Park,
Stanley.
Details: 1-800-878-7950
Plein Air Painters of
Idaho Paint-Out at Redfish
Lake Lodge, Aug. 24-27.
Reception and art sale, 5
p.m., Aug. 28.
Details: (208) 774-3536.

Sun Valley Pavilion concert,
Aug. 27-28, Trey McIntyre
Project. Sun Valley.
Details: 622-2135.
Quigley Run & Fun, Aug. 29.
Details: 788-2117, bcrd.org

SEPTEMBER
Forget Me Not book reading &
signing with Jennifer AnkerLowe, Sept. 3, Community
Library, Ketchum 6 p.m.
Details: 726-3493.
Labor Day Antiques Show,
Sept. 4-7, nexStage Theatre,
Ketchum. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Gallery Walk, Sept. 4. Enjoy a
walk about town as galleries
open their doors, host artists
and serve wine. Ketchum, 5-8
p.m. Details: 726-4950,
svgalleries.org.
Wagon Days, Sept 5-7, 51st
annual Labor Day Celebration
honoring the area’s mining
heritage, featuring the largest
non-motorized parade in the
Northwest. Ketchum. Details:
726-2777, visitsunvalley.com
Friends of Silver Creek BBQ,
Sept. 12, Silver Creek Preserve Visitor’s Center.
Details: 788-7910.
Boulder Mountain Bike Tour
and Closing Day, Sept. 13, 50
mile ride along Harriman Trail,
Ketchum to Galena Lodge.
Live music at lodge.
Details: 726-4010.
Sun Valley Spiritual Film
Festival, Sept. 18-20, worldclass films, documentaries
and speakers in theatres in
Sun Valley and Hailey.
Details: svspiritualfilmfestival.
org.
Mountain Mamas’ Quilt
Festival, Sept. 19-21, Stanley.
$3. Details: 208-774-3365.
Stanley Firemen’s Ball, Sept.
26. Redfish Lake Lodge,
Stanley.
Details: 208-774-3512

ONGOING
Tuesdays
Ketchum Farmers’ & Artists’
Market, June 9-Sept. 9, 4th
Street & Ketchum Town Plaza,
12-6 p.m. Details: 788-8614
Road biking Tuesday Night
Ride, 5:30 p.m., 30 miles, Sun
Summit, Ketchum to Prairie
Creek, Expert level. Details:
726-0707.

Wednesdays
Lost River Outfitters Free fly
casting clinic, 6 p.m. June 15
through Sept. 16.
Details: 726-1706.
Road biking Wednesday Night
Ride, 6:15 p.m., Varied distance, Elephant’s Perch store,
Ketchum north. All levels.
Details: 726-3497.
Thursdays
Hailey Farmers’ & Artists’
Market, June 4-Oct. 1, 2:306:30 p.m. Details: 788-8614.
Galena Lodge Thursday Night
Wagon Ride BBQs, through
Aug. 27, Galena Lodge, 6
p.m. $37.50.
Details: 726-4010.
Sturtevants Thursday Night
Mountain Bike Rides, through
August, Lambs Gulch. Meet
at trailhead. Details: 726-4501
Fridays
Summer in the Courtyard, Fridays through Aug. 31, Artists
presentations, refreshments
provided. 3-5 p.m., behind
Ketchum Flower Company. 35 p.m. $10. July 17: Designer
Forum. July 24: Company of
Fools. July 31: Jorunn “ue”
Coe, painter. Aug. 7: Lisa
Holley, artist. Aug. 14: JoEllen
Collins, applique. Aug. 21.
The Magic of Woodworking.
Aug. 28: Gay Odmark, artist.
Details: 720-7166.
Saturdays
Sun Valley Summer Show Ice
Shows, June 27 through Sept.
5, at dusk. Sun Valley Outdoor Ice Rink. Tickets: $32$62. Line-up: June 27: Jozef
Sabovcik. July 4: Meryl Davis
& Charlie White & Ryan Bradley. July 11: Brian Boitano,
Alissa Czisny. July 18: Johnny
Weir. July 25: Marie-France
Dubreuil & Patrice Lauzon s.
Aug. 1: Jeremy Abbott. Aug.
8: Evan Lysacek. Aug. 15:
Kimberly Navarro & Brent
Bommentre. Aug. 22, 29 &
Sept. 5: TBA. Details: 6222135, sunvalley.com.
Silver Creek Natural History
Walks, Silver Creek Preserve
Visitor’s Center 9:30-11:30
a.m. Details: 788-7910.
Various Days
Lost River Outfitters Kids
Fishing Camp, June 1 through
Sept. 17. 2 day fishing camp
all summer long. Mon. &
Wed. and Tue. & Thu. 8
a.m.- noon. $150 per child for
2 days, includes all gear and
flies. Details: 726-1706.
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ONGOING—LIVE MUSIC
Tuesdays
Ketch’em Alive Concerts, June 30-Aug. 25,
7-9 p.m. Free concerts in Ketchum’s Forest
Service Park, 1st & Washington Ave., Picnics
welcome. Line-up: June 30: Culver City Dub.
July 7: Afro Beat. July 14: Farheed Haque. July
21: The Heaters. July 28: Chanman Roots.
Aug. 4: The Cosmic Beans. Aug. 11: Dikki
Du and Zydeco Crew. Aug. 18: The Matsiko
Childrens’ Choir. Aug. 25: The Bobos. Details:
726-9059.
Wednesdays
Back Alley Parties, June 24-Aug. 26, 6-9:30
p.m. Free live music benefits at the Wicked
Spud Main St., Hailey. Line-up: June 24:
Finn Riggins. July 1: Up a Creek. July 8: Kim
Stocking Band. July 15: Cosmic Beans. July
22: Hat Trick. July 29: 812 band. Aug. 5: The
Damphools. Aug. 12: Whiskey’s Burnin’. Aug
19: Slow Children Playing. Aug. 26: FourStroke
Bus. Special Back to School event, Friday,
Aug. 21: Disciples of Rock and Hoodwink.
Details: figgleafproductions.com.

LO D G I N G W
guide
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weekly/
long term

suite
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house

pool/
hot tub

fireplace

kitchen

air cond.

Best Western
51Cobblestone Ln.
Hailey, ID 83333

180 So. Main Street, Ketchum

208-788-7950

208-726-4114 • 1-800-805-1001

www.bestwestern.com/kentwoodlodge

www.americinn.com

Best Western is the Official Hotel to AAA, NASCAR & Harley-Davidson

AC

Ste

e-mail:
hailey.id@americinn.com

703 South Main Street
Ketchum, Idaho

S UN VALLEY R ESORT

1-800-786-8259
622-2151

800-462-8646 • 208-726-5163
Commercial/Hospital Rates
Free Wireless Internet

www.sunvalley.com • reservations@sunvalley.com
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OUTFITTERS & GUIDES

Papa Hemi’s Hideaway, 6 p.m., Art Wallace
Flamenco Spanish guitar, Ketchum.
Thursdays
Ketchum Plaza Nights, July 2–Sep. 17, 6-8 p.m.
Live music at Ketchum Town Plaza.
Fridays
Voici Ingenium (talented voices), through
Aug. 28, 5:30 p.m. Free. Acoustic Open Mic,
Wicked Spud, Hailey. Details: 788-2496.
Sundays
Music from Stanley, June through Sept.
Redfish Lake Lodge. Details: (208) 774-3536,
musicfromstanley.com. Line-up: June 21: TBA,
June 28: Blind Driver, July 5: James Dean
Kindle and the East Oregon Playboys. July 12:
Carrie Rodriguez. July 19: Ben Bedford. July
26: Gizzard Stone. Aug. 2: Charley Jenkins.
Aug. 9: Belle of Les Bois. Aug. 16: Poke.
Aug. 23: Seasonal Disguise. Aug. 30: Johnny
Shoes and Kayleigh Jack.
Jazz in the Park, June 21 through July 26,
Rotary Park, Ketchum. 6-8 p.m. Free. Picnics
welcome. Details: 726-3423.
Galena Lodge, June 28-Aug. 28. Bruce Innes.
11-2 p.m. Details: 726-4010.
Various Days
2009 Sun Valley Summer Symphony, Aug. 3, 5,
6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16 & 18. Free, 6:30
p.m. at Sun Valley Pavilion. Picnics welcome.
Details: 622-5607, svsummersymphony.com
Sun Valley Brewery live music, Main St., Hailey.
7-10 p.m. Line-up: July 11: Craig Meyers. June
13: Matt Hopper and the Roman Candles.
June 18: The Damphools. June 25: The Damphools. July 2: New York City’s Sister Monk.
July 9: Four Stroke Bus. July 16, Kim Stocking
Band. July 17 & 18: Finn Riggins, Jared Mees
and the Grown Children. July 23: The Damphools. July 30, Kim Stocking.

View the weekly calendar on
the Web at mtexpress.com

All submissions for the winter 2010 calendar
should be sent to editor@svguide.com
www.sunvalleyguide.com
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Stanley, Idaho

208-774-3324

171 N. Main Street, Ketchum

208-726-1706

Free casting clinics Wednesday nights
www.lostriveroutfitters.com
info@lostriveroutfitters.com

Main St.
Ketchum

www.sturtos.com

getaway@sawtoothguides.com

www.sawtoothguides.com

Main St.
Hailey

208-788-7847

208-726-4501

WHITE OTTER

Box 410
Stanley, Idaho

OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

105 Mountain View Lane,
Hailey, ID 83333

1-800-571-RAFT
208-774-7238
info@whitecloudrafting.com
www.whitecloudrafting.com

1-877-788-5005
www.whiteotter.com info@whiteotter.com
One Day Guided River Trips & RAFT RENTALS

Come float the Salmon River with us.

EQUIPMENT rentals

S/R
fishing

208-622-2279 • Sun Valley Mall
208-622-6123 • River Run Plaza • Ketchum
www.sunvalley.com • rent@sunvalley.com
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Hailey

Main St.
Ketchum

208-726-4501 • 208-788-7847
www.sturtos.com
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You’re here for the adventure.

We’re here for .
You’re in Sun Valley to live out your adventure. And, Cox is here
to help make it easier for you to connect and entertain. We are
your Sun Valley communications expert for all of your in-home
services including Digital Cable, High-Speed Internet and Digital
Phone. So, when you’re ready to unwind doing what you love in
Sun Valley, we’re here to help you unwind at home.
Call    , click www.cox.com/idaho or come in —
105 Lewis Street in Ketchum, ID.

  in the digital age®

At Cox, we pride ourselves on being
good corporate citizens. Since
2000, Cox Enterprises began to take
the steps necessary to reduce its
companywide carbon footprint by
20 percent by 2017. These efforts
are expected to save 172,000 tons of
greenhouse gas emissions annually,
which is equivalent to the pollution
produced by providing power to
26,000 homes.
Cox cares about the customers we
serve and our community in more
ways than one.

www.coxconserves.com

